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MEMON COMMUNITY IN PAKISTAN

A Brief Historical Perspective

Bv. Abdur Razzaq Thaplawala

“The Memons are people with a rich and colorful past but
without any historians to record it, let alone analyze or laud
the achievement of their ancestors. Until now Memons have
taken an attitude to history not dissimilar to the one Napoleon
took. Asked by one of his generals about the impact one of
his battle plans would have on history, Napoleon is behe»ed
to have said: Let us make history then let historians write it”.
These are the words of Mr. Mihir Bose, the author of “The
Memons”. The first ever book on the community published
from a country outside the sub-continent. The book has been
published by World Memon Foundation from U.K.

Fortunately, the community has realized the importance of
recording its history during last few decades but most of these
attempts have been made in Gujrati and some in Urdu. The
only exception is the book “The Enterprising Philanthropists”
i1 English by my friend Mr. A. Sattar Parekh published from
Karachi in August, 1999 and the Book “The Memons® refered
above . Unfortunately, the circulation of these books has been
limited and therefore they have not reached the educated
elites of the community particularly the voungsters. The
objective of this exercise can be summed up in the words of
Late Mr. Muhammad Ali Rangoonwala who said “we need to
know, our children and grand children need to know, where
our ancestors came from and what they did”.

The History of comtmunity begins with the first question i.e.
“What is the origin of community?”. The most common answer
and the one which is believed by most of the elders of the
community is the story published in Gazatter of Bombay
Presidency published in 1899. According to this story, the
“Lohanas™ a Hindu cast who lived in fourteenth century in
Sindh was converted to Islam by Pir Yusutuddin Qadri, a
disciple of Pir Abdul Qadir Gilani of Baghdaad.
{16}











































































































































































































































































































































