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MISSION OF WMO

The Mission of WO is to act as the central Memon organization representing the Memon Community
throughout the world and to promote the advancement, upliftment, unity, welfare and well-bemg of Memons
in "‘.‘.”"l‘t":'d- in all aspects of life and at all times in accordence with and under the guidance of Islamic
prmicip

MEMBERSHIF
The World Memon Organization has the following categories of Membership:

1. Apex Bodies (National Bodies)

2, Institutional Members (Regional and Local Bodies) local institutions, foundations, trusts,
social welfare organizations, professional institutions, chamber of commerce, educational
bourds, etc

Corporate Members (Commercial Bodies) -

Indrvidual Members (Anmual or Life Members)

Associate Members (any Non-Memon Organizations or Nan-Memon Individual)
Patrons

Trustees of WMO Charitable Foundation (WMOCF)

S a gl La

MEMBERSHIF FEES
Apex Members U5 5500 (Annually)
Institutional Members US 5250 (Anmally)
Corporate Members U5 5500 (Anmaally)
Anmual Membership s 5106
Life Membership US 52,500
Parron * US 525,000
Trustes US 5100000

NOTES:

Subscription for female applicants shall be half the normal fees

Subscription for Life Members can be paid in three equal annual installments
Subscription for Patrons can be paid in five equal annual mstallments
Subscription for Trustees can be paid in five equal annual instalimerns

g DR

SUBSCRIPTION FOR MEMOMN ALAM
For Pakistan: Rs. 500 per annom
For Other Countries: US 550 per anmam

ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF FOR MEMON ALAM

Back Page US 3500 per issue
Inside Title Page LIS 340N per izsue
Inside Back Page U8 5350 per issue
Other pages U5 3250 per issue
SFECIAL DISCOUNTS
For [2 is5ues in & year I
For B issues in a year 20%
For 4 issues in a year 1%

04 MEMON ALAM @ SEPTEMBER 2010



L

LL
A

123

-
v
\ V)
“" The Pulse of Pulses

£

Pulse Tndia

FOODSTUFF (L.L.C.)

P.0.Box: 64617, Al-Ras, Deira, DUBAI (UAE)
Tel: 2291779 Fax: +971-4-2261799 Mobile: +971556875677
E-mail: pulseind@eim.ae Website: www.ranani.com
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¥) FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR

Memon Unity
“United we stand, divided we fall”

Allah advises us in His glorious book, in surah Al-Anfal, (verse 46), what can be translated as,
“And obey Allah and His Messenper, and do not dispute (with one another) lest you lose courage and your strength depart .1

Memon Commusnity is relatively a very small community of the World. However, no statistic is available about the exact population
of the Comrmumity. There &= only a guess work when we say that Memon Population s between 1.5 million to 2.5 million in the
world, Though the community & spread over the woeld, but fortunately the commumity is more concentrated in India and Pakistan,
amound 30% of the total population of the memon is in these two countries. Apart froom this, the Commamity 15 spread over in Middle
East Europe, Africa and Northern America,

Fortunately m India and Pakistan, there ane Central Bodies of the Memon Comrmmunity, such as all Pakistan Memon Federaton in
Pakigtan and All India Memon Jammeat Federation India Most of the Halai Memon Jamat are the members of these Central Bodies
These Federmtions work for the welfare of the commumity. [n Pakistan, there is another Jamat called as United Memon Jamat of
Pakistan whiose membership is Halai and Sindh Memon Jamat of Pakistan Although these Federations work very hard bud doe to
certam straims their welfare activites are Imited. In ander to become effective, a Lot 1s required to be done.

There are different jamats in Indi and Palkostan, but they their role 15 also very ited duse to financial and other strains.
Somefimes, we Iry o compare our community with Ismadli and Bohr community, who generally [ive side by side with Memaon
Commmunity. OF course the advantage with Ismailis and Bohres &= that they heve spirioal head and as a resalt, they, as followers of
their faiths implement their dictates with religions fervor, The spiritual heads are the central leaders of their communities and move

‘The Memon Commumity, as it has spread throoghonet the workd, s no more & closed Comamenity:. It is o mare 8 commumity with
marginal Heeracy mate, It i now totally tansformed community open to change. This position & one of the prime movers for going
foremrd. The Memon Community has no doubt traveled a long way forwand, It &5 & matter of great satisfaction that the community
haz come o have a different mmdset. [t oo more bves mosolation as it was used to m the pre-partison period,

It = mdeed 2 matter of great satisfaction that in addifion to being a dynamic pulsating commumity, Almighty Allah in his mercy
has hlesged the comrrunity with 2 vesy great philanthropic inner urge, What is needed & to coosdinate donation/change in a way that
maore purposely and pomtedly helps this coflective well being of the community more durably.

The wisionaries of the comemumity have time and again stressed the need of ceniral keadership for the future of the Community.
Thossgh some important members of the commumdty tried o unise the Memon Commmunity of the world, but unfortunately were not
suocessiiol. However, in the beginming of the twenty first century, the dignitaries of the Commmunity decided to convene an
Intermational Cormvention to discus the future of the Comrnuntty, That proved to be gant step towards the Unity of the Memon
Community. The creation of the Workd Memon Organisation (WO} in Dubal was a great mibestone for the Unity of the Memon
Community, WO has spread its wings to the entire World and provided an mternatwomal platform for those who felt the nesd of
Uity of the Community, Any Memon living in any part of the world can become its member, The Core office Bearers provide a
concept of Central Leadership of the Commamity. The creation of WMOCF provides a platform for the philanshmopic of the Memon
Comemunity, & think tank for the befterment of their present community and its posterity,

WO has passed through the teething moubles in the nital years and now it serves the commamndty with zeal and vigos At present, it
provides scholarship to over 10,000 students up o miermediate level in India and Palostan every year, to amund 2,000 professional
students (such as Dactor's, Engineer's Chartered Accountants, ACCA, MBA, ete), shelters to hundreds of disherbed Fernily members,
Micro Finence interest free Inans, etc. Wie salite the visionaries of our time and now it is gur duty to strengthen WO by joining and
serving the Communsty, Memon Cormmmnity rust unite under the asgs of the WO We would be able 1o achime our tangets such as
100F% literacy rate, shelter for all distressed Memon familics, prosperity and betteerment for gl the Community members within shotest
possible tme ff we unite and pull all our resources under the acps of WO

Unity s samething to be desired, to be striven for, but it cannot be willed into being by mere declarations.

My fellow members of the community, it 15 a critcal 1ssue. It should not be dragped mio long deliberations; i cannot brook delay,
The change and change for the better ane two different things and a journey of a thousand miles beging with the first step,

Let us turn face (o sun 20 that shadows fall behind, There is & Dandsh proverh that gays, “He who would leap far mnest take & long
mun", For the community to sucoeed in the long lzap, let us take a long run and run at & faster speed.

1 should conclede by reminding that the penalty for complacency is being left behind,
% Pir Mohammad A. Kaliya

Chaef Editor,
Memon Alam
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¥ NOTICE

World Memon Orgams ation

Notice of the 8th Annual General Assembly Meeting
to be held on Sunday, 12th December 2010 at 9.30 a.m.
at Cinnamon Grand Hotel, Colombo, Sr1 Lanka

To: All Members of the WHMO and
Board of Trustees of WMOCF

Motice is hereby given to all Members of
the Wiorld Memon Crganisation (Wh{
that the 8th Antual Genentl Assembly
Meeting of the World Memon

isation will be held on Sunday, 12th
December 2010 at 9:30 a.m. at Cinnamon
Grand Hotel, Colombao, Sri Lanka, to
consider the following Agenda.-
AGENDA
1. Recitation of verses from the Holy
Curan.
2 Welcome Address by the President of
the Whil
3. To receive and approve the Minutes of
the 7th AGAM held on 13th December
2009 at Dubai,
4. To receive and approve the Repart of
the Board of Management of WMO, to
be presented by the Secretary General,
WhO
5. To declare the results of the Elections
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to the Board of Management (2010-2011)
held in each region to be presented by the
Chief Election Commissiones.

6. To recerve & approve the Audited
Accounts of WO for year ended st
December 2009 to be presented by the
Treasurer, WMO

7. To recerve and approve the Annual
Budget and Plan of Action for the vear
2010 to be presented by the Treasurer,
WO

E. To appoint Awditor(s), in accordance
with Clause 32 of the WMO
Constitution, to hold the office till the
conclusion of the next Annual General
Assembly Meeting.

9. To consider, and if thought fit, approve
the following Amendments in Clause 9.3
of the Constitwtion of WHO:

9.3 Institution Members; Any regional of
locall institution, foundation, trust, social
welfare organisation, professional
mstitution, chamber of commerce,
educational board or similar institution of

the Memon commanity which is
recpgrised under the relevant law of any
country shall be eligible to become an
Institution Member of the WMO by
applying on the prescribed form to the
Menagesent shall have the pewer fo take an
approprigie decision fn principle regarding
adlmrission or oiferwdse of any

Jawnat/ dssociation which is asseciated with
an Apex Body of WMO. On baxis of that
decision, all suck applications af

Jamais S Asociarions for adwdssion shall be
coasidered Any such institution accepted
a% an Institution Member shall be eligible
to have 2 of its representatives as voting
representatives at any Genenl Assembly
Mecting of the Whill

10. Any other matter with the permission
of the Chair.

11. Dua and conclusion of the meeting,

Pir Muhammad A. Kaliya
Secretary General, WMO
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¥ MEMON UNITY

World Memon Organisation

‘““the symb

Memon

# WMO (Pakistan Chapter)

emons might have originated

around the year 1422 C.E ata

place called Nagar Thatta, then
a capital, in the province of southern
Sindh, then in India and now in Pakistan,
has been widely accepted. It seems such a
modest claim withoot a great deal of a do
and plorification. Even if it i3 sucked from
the thumb, the passage of time has lent it
a degree of authenticity, despite its record
of somewhat dubitable and questionable
origin, The converts were first called
Momins or Muomins and the term, with
the march of time, changed to Memons,
This is revealed in a book entitded
"Abraazul Hy' by Sayed Ameeruddin
Muzat, under the guidance of one Pear
Buzmg Alli, published in Bombay in
1873, The story related therein states that
perhaps of some earlier convert and neo-
Iduslim converts) comprising of some
6178 individuals, sccepted Islam at the
hands of one Sayed Yusufuddin Quadri
R.A. and finding themselves banished by
their erstwhile Hindu brothers were forced
to migrate. This version persisted over
decades, 50 much so that it was reiterated
by one Hussain Cassim Dada from his
Presidential Chali at the first ever All
India Memon Conference in Rajkot in the
year 1931, and is in vogue even to this day,

Wherever the Memons have settled as

a Commanicy, they first bailt mosgue and
madrassa, and if in considerable numbers,
also established a Jamat, Many mosques
built by Memons have become
outstanding architectural landmarks of
their particular citics. Such mosques
include Zakaria Masjid of Calcutta,
Minara Masjid of Bombay, New Memon
Iaspd of Karachi and Baitul Mugarram
Magjid Dacca. Memons have also built
large mosques in the countries spread
from Japan to South Africa. The Jama
Masjid of Durban built by the Memons, is
the largest mosque in the Southern

ere.
The Memon Commumty has

eatablished innumerablie madrassas,

schools, colleges and technical institutes

whose benefits are open to all Memons
and non-hMemons alike.

Abdullah Haroon established Hajivand
Hanifabai Girls School in Karachi in
1914, which was the first grrl's school 1n
Sindh for Muslim girls,

(zhani Baiga was the first prominent
Memon educationalist, He coveted four
Conferences in the second and third
decade of the present century and tried to
spread education among the backward
Muslims of Kathiawar

Adamjee Hajl Dawood concentrated
his efforts on the education of the Memon
community through the establishment of
Memon Educational and Wellare Society,
which proved to be a phenomenal sucoess,

Barrister A, Sattar Wali was one of the
mast active social reformers m the late

It's the need of the hour,
that we as a growing

appro
should join hand to hand
and work as a single entity
under the umbrella of
World Memon
Organisation. This
approach will no doubt
make our Community a
well organized and
disciplined community,
delivering to the needs and
other welfare activities to
socially depressed
community members more
rightly under the Islamic
principles
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ol of
unity”’

19205 and early '30s, He published a hard-
hitting Crujarati magazine "Memon
Reformer", traveled widely and
squandered his whaole fortune to
propagate s reformist views. In the end
he died as pauper in & charity hospital in
Karach.

Sulernan Bhura wae famous reformer
who valiantly fooght for the promulgation
of Mohammedan Law in the native states
of Kathiwar. He was also the founder of
Madrassa-e-lslamia chain of schools in
Karachi under the banner of Memon
Education Board,

Hajiyani Khadija, although an illiterate
widow, was the founder of Raunag-e-
Islam chain of girls schools, colleges and
industrial homes under the banner of the
Fakmnl' Memon Women's Educational

society.

Mohammad Usman Haji Hasham, whao
died at the young age of 38 years, spread
the light of education among the Okhai
MMemon youngsters thoough Okhas
Memon Youth services, of which he was
the Founder President.

Memons generally Ge to their
respective locally societies called "Jamat®,
generally established for the betterment
and social welfare of its members which
may Include issuance of marriage Beense,
adaptayion and enforcement of the rules
customs, establish healthcare and
cducation centres, provide varouws
facilities for the community need and also
financial support and housing for the poor
and needy members and sometime non-
members.

WO s basically a platform to bring
the community cloger and act as the
the Memon communicy throwghout the
wiorld to promote the advancement,
upliftment, unity, welfare and well-being
of Memons in the world in all aspects of
life and at all Bmes in accordance with
and under the gpuidance of Islamic
P'Implﬁl '}






WG IN FOCUS

'Education is only
Salvation for our
Community.....’

An Interview with Mr. Shoaib Amin Kothawala
Founder Trustee & Vice President
World Memon Organisation (WMQO) North America Chapter

Memon Alam: Would you please tell us
about yourself in detail.

Shoaib Kothawala: Thank you very
much for giving me an opportunity to be
interviewed in our commumity’s
magazine, Memon Alam, [ wasborn in
July 1960 in Karachi, Pakistan Iy early
education was done at St. Paul School in
Karachi while my primary schooling was
done at the prestigious Pakistan Alr Force
School. In addition to offering high
standards of Education, the Pakistan Adr
Force School focused on discipline,
Studying at Pakistan Air Force School
really provided me with the tools 1o be
successful in life,

In 1977, after concluding my primary
school studies, [ decided to join my
father's textile company. At that tme, [
was a first year student at National
College, During non-schoal hours, 1
would spend my time at the factory. At
the time my father had two factories, one
produced Bed wear for the local and
export market. While the second one
made Institutional Textile and toweling

MEMON ALAM @ SEPTEMBER 2010 | n
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products that exported to the ULS, Canada
and European markets. During the first
year of my business career, I learnt a lot
about the textile manufacturing process.
From cotton to yarn making to the
weaving and finshing processes. My
father woold place me on the Aoor with
mechanics and technicians, not giving me
any "owner son” privileges of sitting in
the office. He twld the technicians to teach
me the "technical” aspects of the textile
process. The traiming played a key role in
iy career and later in my business
SUCCEss I America.

In 1981, my father suggested that |
should take a business tap to the Unrbed
States of Amenica ind meet our
custnmers, In September 1981, T took my
first business trip to USA. | went to New
York, which was congidered the Textiles
headquarter of the North American
market, After spending some time in New
York, [ went to Washington, Atlanta,
Houston and Los Angeles 1o meet with
the rest of our customer base.

When | came back to Pakistan in
Oictober 1981, I told my father that we
should establish our sales office in
America. By penetrating the American
market, we could cut the middleman
importer and sell directly to distributors,
who would then supply our produocts to
Hotels, Hozpitals, Restaurants and
Retallers. He refuted the idea. Six months

12

N

later in Apnil 1982, | went on my second
trip, this time o meet our European and
Canadian customers. [ went to Germany,
UK, France, and Canada, and concluded
the trip by revisiting Mew York for a
second fme,

As time passed, [ convinced my parents
to let me go to the 1.5 and establish our
sales office. In October 1982, they agreed
to my proposal. Within the next few
months, I left for the US, In March 1983
my company Transworld Textles
Corporation was registered in the U5,

The first year of business, while
settling into & new environment Was
extremely difficult. Being homesick and
missing my family and friends did noc
help the cause, Mot having much success
during my first vear made it that moch
more difficult. In the meantime,
shipmenits were coming from Pakistan
and piling up in the warchouse blocking
my funds and affecting the working
capital.

During my first year in business, [
faced huge losses, | knew something had
to be done, as | was not going to give up
that easy, | decided to participate in some
trade shows. [n Jamuary 1984, 1
participated in my first trade show,
Unfortunately on the first day of the
show, T had 102 degree temperature, yet
still participated. At the trade show, my
company had set up an elaborate booth

displaying all our products. | met many
potential customers, and from that point
on my success bad begun. Within thres
years, my business expanded throughout
the LLS. Since business expanded rapidly,
I was having supply issues due to textile
gquota system in the LA [ decided to
begin sourcing products from
Bangladesh, Burma and Sri Lanka. My
father helped me tremendously in this
process and lined me with many
exporters from these countries.

In 1995, we added more countries to owr
sourcing list and began sourcing from
India, and in 2004 we begin sourcing
from China. Today my company i U.S 15
ranked as one of the largest importer and
distributors of Home and Institutional
products,

Later on, [ decided to diversafy our
buginess and moved towards investing in
non textile businesses which incloded real
estate, equity trading and hotel
development. However, Textile is still one
of our company's core businesses. We are
vertically integrated company from
manufacturing, Import, export and
distribution, We control the supply chain
which makes us very competitive. Our
key to success is we are a debt free
company. We do not borrow from bank.
Times have changed and the textile
business has become very competitive in
the world due to removal of quota

MEMON ALAM @ SEPTEMBER 2010
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system. Buyers are always looking for
competitive prices, One has to become
vertically mtegrated m order to be
competitive in today's time,

Memon Alam: How many are directly
employed by you in Pakistan?

Shoath Kothawala: Directly we have
approximately three thoosand employees,
bt indirectly we have 8 to 9 thopsand
employees mcluding contractors and
suppliers,

Memon Alam: Tell us about your
family life.

Shoaib Kothawala: T got married in
1988. My wife belongs to & prominent
Memeon family from South Africa, | have
foar chaldren, two girls and two boys. [
am very blessed to have a wonderful wife
and lovely children.

Memon Alam: What was your alm to
become when you were a child?

Shoaih Kothowala: A successful business
man ke my great grandfather, Sir
Adamijes, [ alse wanted to help others
whio were not so fortunate m life.

Memon Alam: When did you discover
that you are gifted with business
acumen?

Shoalk Kothawala: At the age ol 13,1
was very popular at the local markets and
restavrants in my area. | would go there
and buy soft dnnks, ice coeam, candies
and fast food, All the shopkeepers knew
me very well. One day, [ saw a person
delivering a crate of eggs at a local store in
my area. [ asked the owner of the shop as
to how much he pays for each crate of
cggs, He replied foor hundred rupees. [
decided to contact ome of my dear friends
whaose father owned a pouliry farm, [ ask
my friend at what price | can buy a crate
of egps from your father, be replied Bs,
280 to 300 rupees. 1 wld my mend to
please have his father bring me two crates
every day. I talked to 5-6 shops and
bakeries in my area and began selling
them eggs on & daily basis. That is how 1
began my career i business at the age of
13, In those days, I was considered a nch
kid. Having 200 rupess of datly income at
the age of thirteen was a big thing in
1973, Later that year | also supplied sugar
to the local stores and bakeries.

Memaon Alam: How much aational
integrity is there in Pakistan?

Shoath Kothawala: I would say not even
5%. People are divided in casts and sects.
For example, Punjabi's don't like Sindhi's
and vice versa. Conflict has certainky
hindered the success of Pakistan. [ have
worked in India for the last 20 years and 1
find unbelievable unity and integrity
among the Indians. This is why the
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Indians are so successful, as they work
with the unity and honesty something
Pakistanis are lacking. Whether we admit
this fact or mot this is the truth,

Memon Alam: Tell us abouat yoor
affiliation and support to others.

Shoalb Kothawala: T am involved in
many 5 including the WO (World
Memaon }. In addition to WO, I support
the TCF (The Citizen Foundation). Itisa
first class education system run by very
successiul businessmen of Pakistan. TCF
operates 650 schools, One of the larges:
schools s donated by my brother Amir
Kothawala and [. The school 15 operared
under the name of "Hamida Amin
Kothawala Campus” and is located
Sohrab Goath, in the out skirts of
Karachi. This primary and secondary
school will eventually have approximately

020 stucents. | am also one of the
supporters of Shaukat Khanam Memorial
Hospital run by Imran Khan a very dear
friend of mine. 1 also support the Zindagi
Trust Foundation ran by Shezad Roy.
However, one of the 3 dear to me is the
Mational Commission of Human
Development (NCHIDY), Razzak Dawood
and Shaukat Axiz were among its inital
trustees, NCHD 15 the first private-
povernment joint venture WCHD and
PHDF (Pakistan Human Development
Foundation). NCHD operates thousands
of schools all over Palostan in poverty
siruck villages. MCHD is registered by the
United Nation (UN). The United Nations
offers a dollar-to-dollar match
contribution. NCHD is the only in
Pakistan to receive & grant from the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation.
Moreover, [ am quite active in the
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political arena of the UISA. | have the
pleasure of becoming the first Pakistani to
host a serving US ambassador i Pakistan,
Ann Paterson. This year, Secretary Hillary
Clmton mwited me to the State
Department, Recently some of the well-
known Pakistani American decided 1o
establish & national based in Washington,
D¢, which would work in boilding
relations between the U5, and Pakistan,
PAL-C (Pakistan American Leadership
Centre), PAL-C currently has twelve
board members. PAL-C plans to open 5
regonal offices and 20 offices in major
LIS, cities,

Memon Alam: What basically you and
this office is doing. What is the back
door Diplomacy?

Shoaib Kothawala: Back door diplomacy
is done through personal contacts and
fund ratsing for Senators and
Congressmen, During which we explain
our pomnt of view and make them
understand what is important for the 1S
and Pakistan.

Memon Alam: Where do you want to
see WMO?

>
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Shoaib Eothawala: [ joined WO
because T thought this could be a great
platform where Memons from all over the
world can work together and help uplifi
our Community. There are many
successful memons all over the world
who can participate with funding and
ideas to uplift the memon community. It
is our moral duty to help memons who
are not 5o fortunate, by educating and
providing housing. | expected a
tremendous amount of success but [ am
very disappointed with the result thus far
Many wealthy memons have not
participated or donated much money 1o
WO, In addition, we have not run
WMO in a professional manner, (except
the Palostan Chapter). WhIO 15 not
sophisticated enough to run in the 215
cenbry.

Memon Alam: What is the fuiore of
WMO and how it should be run?
Shoaib Kothawala: Everyone has their
own idea as to how an should be
operated, 1 may be wrong but [ have
consistenthy said that WO should have
only Patrons and Trustees with annual

compulsory donatons. Without

substantial donation, it will be difficult to
uplift owr community.

Memaon Alam: Besides membership
structure, what changes do you want in
WnO?

Shoaib Kothawala: WMO should have a
professional and dynamic personality as
its CEQ, The person should be young,
smart, well edvcated, and well spoken
and can travel independently to Europe,
America and make presentations,

Memon Alam: How can we improve
WMOT?

Shoaib Kothawala: T think it is time 1o
take WO to the second level now by
restructuring. WMO i3 being run like a
loecal jamaat. Yoo cannot run Wi on
this level. This is not a jamaat, it i5 an
internadonal forum and most be run like
one, As | said, we need to restructure
WO and work aggressively, or else we
will not succeed. Having said this, I and
all the great team of people involve from
day one will not give up and will make
sure we achieve our objective for which
this was established.
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Aging philanthropist is
Pakistan's Mother Teresa

he aging man in mod -splattered,

frayed clothes has barely lowened

his body onto the sidewalk when
the money starts piling up, Heeding hs
call for donations for flood victims,
Pakistanis of all classes rush to hand owver
cagh 1o Abduol Samtar Edhi, whose years of
dedication to the poor have made him a
national icon

He thanks each donor, some of whom
ask to have their photo teken next o him.
Four hours later, the crowd remains - and
the equivalent of 515,000 is overflowing
from a pink basket in front of him.

Edha has been belping the destitute and
sick for more than 60 years, filling the
hole left by a state that has largely
neglected the welfase of its citizens, Part
Mother Teresa, part Gandhi, with a touch
of Marx, he is the face of
humanitarianism in Pakistan,

Funsded by donations fromm fellow
citizens, his 2500 centers across the country
take in orphans, the mentally ill,
unwarnted mewborns, drug addicts, the
homieless, the sick and the aged. His flees
of ambuolances picks wp victims of
terronst bombing, gang shootings, car
accidents and natural disasters,

Pakostan's corruption-riddled
povernment acknowledges Edhi and other
charities do the work that in other nations
the state performs. The country has no
national health service, insuranoe poOgram
or welfare system, and few state-run
orphanages or old people's homes.

The foundation offers an alternative to
charitable work performed by hardline
Islamist group in Pakistan, some with
alleged links to terrorism. The spread of
these orpanizations has mgpered concerns
in the west, including their work in the
aftermath of this summer's floods. Edhi is
a devout Mustim, but eritical of Islamic
clerics in general, not just extremisis. He
says they focus on dtual, preaching
hellfire and defending the faith against
imagined enemies, rather than helping the
poat - which he says should be the
comerstone of all faiths,

The 80 - something Edhi - he and his
children disagree on his exact age Lves
with his wife, herselfl a chanty worker, in
a tiny room in cne of his welfare centers
in Karachi, a bustling port clity, His bed i3
a one - inch thick matiress on a piece of
wood. "1 am a beggar for the poor” he
says, stamned teeth showing in a wide
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smile, eyes sparkling after & week touring
flond-hit arcas. "Serving humanity is the
biggest jithad. It 15 the real thing."

Edhi deals with birth and death, and
almost everything in between.

Just above his bedroom, 3 maternity
ward and an orphanage are home w 18
children, many of them abandoned by
their mothers in cradles left ontside his
centers. They wear hand me downs from
the city’s rich. Edhi's wife, Bilquis, trics to
#et the children adopted, but few
Pakistanis want to take mrls or older

children, she says.

O a recent afternoon, the kids shouted
out English oursery thymes and danced.
They then sat cooss legged on the floor,
drinking tea from plastic nags and eating
spicy pastries and sticky sweet that an
anonymous benefactor had dropped off
The home was clean and bright, with
plenty of toys and loving staff. But there
was no place 10 play outside, and the roar
of motorbikes from the lanes below was a
constant backdrop.

Acrnss town, workers at the Edhi morgoe
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were dealing with latest infiux of bodies.
They receive around 25 & day, half of
which are never claimed the city's
unloved and unknown.

Working quickly but carcfully, they cut
the clothes from the bodies, lather them
with & bar of soap from head to toe, rinse
them with water from & jug, and then
wrap them in a white sheet. The bodies
are bussed across town, prayed over and
buried in unmarked graves.

The body of Amenican journalist
Daniel Pearl, killed by al-Oaida terrorists
in Karachi in 2002, was picked by an Edhi
ambulance and taken 1o the morgoe, the
larpest in the city of 14 millions people.

The morgue is antached to & hospial
for the homeless, a dispensary, a shelter
for boys and women and children, even a
wedding hall for the marriages arranged
for children who have been looked after
by the foundation, The smell of baking
bread from an oven that chorns out 9,000
lpaves a day Alls the air,

“The poor can come here and get a
solution to all their problems,” says Ejal
Hassan Zaidi, who had accompanied a
neighbor to the morguee to collect the body
of his 3 year old daughter, killed in a hit-
and- run incident hours earlier.

“So what if the politicians are using
el

They even use God,™ said Edhi , whao
a1 by hum self for most of the event.

“Landowmers, cerics, politiciang, they
are all looters. There is no fear in telling
the truth™. Hardline Ialamist group have
on women and the secular nature of his
work.

“From the cradle to the grave”,

Born i what is now India, Edhi and
his parents moved 0 Pakistan i 1947
wihen that country was created as a
Muelim state at the end of British
colonial rule. The family was quite well
off - his father was a traveling salesman -
and socially progressive,

In his biography, Edhi credits his
mnther for setting his on a humanitarian
path. She orged him to give half his
pocket money 1o spmeche poor everyday
and rebuked him if he didn't,

“You have a selfish heart, one that has
nothing to give," he remembers her
saying, "'What kind of human being are
you? Look at the greed in your eyes.
Already you have started robbing the
poot. How much more will yvou rob from
them in your Efetime?™ When she was
dying, he looked after her, bathing her
emaciated body and washing and braiding
her hair experiences that would also shape
his life. “The first night she spent in the
grave, T dedicated my life to the services of

ind, he says.

“Edhi started small, In 1951, he boughi
an gight-fioot square ghop in a slum
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neighborhood in Karachi that he
converted into a dispensary. Seven years
later he bought a van that he wsed as an
ambulance, writing "Poor Man's Van" an
both sides.

He became intimately involved in the
business of caring for the sick and dying.

He would drive the ambulance to the
scene of an accident to pick up the bodies,
administer injections durnng a fiu outbreak
and travel across the country to help after
earthquakes and other natural disasters,

Edhi's record of round-the-Clock
service and frugal kifestyle attracted
donations, and he 3000 had a fleet of 14
ambulances. In the 1980s and 90s he
opened centers and ambulance services
throughout the counery. He donated 3
200,000 to relief efforts after Hurricane
Katrina, and his workers have also helped
out in disasters in Asia and the Middle
East.

Palistanis are & generous people,
required by their Muslim fith to give
away 2.5 percent of their wealth each
years, The last nationwide survey done in
1998 showed that Pakistanis gave the then
equivalent of 3820 million 1o charity,
around the same as the government's
health and education budges at the time,
There are no numbers on how nising
terrorism and a poor economy have
affected this philanthropy, Edhi does not
accept donations from international
organizations of governments, including
Pakistan's, saying he doesn't need outside
help and it is important for Pakistanis to
help each other. He and his wife live
simply of the interest from some savings.

The foundation does not produce
detailed financial statements or annual
reporis. Edho pomts to a wall of files m
one office in which he says everything i3
acoounted for, Donors do not seem o
mind, such is thelr trust in him,

“Youo ask any Pakistani on the strects,
Edhi is total credible with them," says
Anjum Hagque, the executive director of
the Pakistan Centre for Philanthropy.

; success of the trust is down to Edhi
himself.”

Last vear, donations to Edhi-run
charities totaled around $3 million,
according to Faisal Edhi, the founder's
son and trust member. A significant chunk
of the funds comes frotn overseas
Pakistanis, who want to donate to their
homeland.

The lack of ransparency has caused
SOme Concern among others m the chanty
sector in Pakistan, Faizal Edhi
acknowledges that some of therr 13,000
emplovees who receive very modest
salaries might skim money off donations.
There have also been questions raised
about the lack of professionalism and
efficiency, especially as the foundation has
ErOWIL

Edhi Village, a 65- acre complex in the
undulating hills bevond the northern
slums of Karachi, ts home to 300
children, many picked up off the streets,
and 900 adults, many elderly or suffering
from mental disabilities,

Most wear clean, ironed clothes, and
the food is frech. Yet there are also sigms
of neglect. One naked youth dragged
himself through a puddle. Some had no
shoes and begged visitors to buy them a
parr.

The adulrs live in rooms around the
size of three tennis courts, bare except for
raised sections for sleeping. They are
locked side for part of the day. There are
two doctors, four nurses and two ward
boys looking after them.

“We do the maost we can do with our
resources,” says Hillal Mohammed a
regional Edhi Manager. “They would be
living on the pavement under the sky. We
give them shelter, food and treatment. you
mast pot see this place throughowt
Western eyes.”

Edhi has made no secret of his diglike
of Palostan's ruling class, So it was a
surprise to see & gaggle of politicians
using one of his orphanages in Karachi as
& venue to mark the recent birthday of
President Asif Ali Zardari.

The visitors spooned cake into the
mouths of the children, shouted political
slogans for television cameras and asked
Edhi to be photographed next to them. He
said he only ket the politicians in so the
children would have a party to enjoy,

“So what if the policticians are using
me? They even use God," said Edhi, who
sat by himself for most of the cvent.
“Lasdowners, clerics, poliicians, They
are all looters. There is no fear in telling
the truth,”

Hardling Islamist groups have
criticized Bdhi for his progressive views
on women and the secular nature of his
work. Some have said that by accepting
newly born babies from unmarried
muothers, be 15 promoting premarital sex.

“We meet them and we read their
newpapers. They say we are non-Muslims,
unbelievers and communists, “says Faisal
Edhi. "The jihadi groups don't like us.
They don't believe in humanity,

There are guestions aboot what will
happen to the foundaton when Edhd dies,
He says his two sons and three daughters
will take over, though without him at the
helm, people may not give as genesoushy

For now, his children appear more
concerned about their father's health,
Apart from an afternoon nap, he works
just as hard as he did when he was in his
305, they say.

“We tell him to take it exsy, but he
doesn't listen,” says daughter Almas Edhi.
“He wants to keep busy,”
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Challenging O [J mﬂ%n

LIMITED

since 19&5, Mehran Sugar Mills Limited has been in the business of producing premiom quality white
refined sugar and allied products. We have laid our foundation on selid princples aimed to assure a
leadership posation in the industry, We stride with a challernging spint based on modetn management
principles, We consider our Farmers as our Back bone and continually propagate to increase planation of
sugarcane through diversiied incentives

Corporate social responsibility is a vital part of gur philosophy, It is an inherent vision of the Company to
Rake a significant positive comribulion towards the saciety, We are constantly working towards improving
the health and education standards in our area

Adam|ee House, Bth Floar, Ll Chundrigar Road, Karachd - 74000, Pakistan
Tel: +93-21 3341 7131 {4 Lines), Fax: +52-21 3241 6477 ﬁ
E-mail; msmamehransugar.com, Website: www mehransugascom :

































































































































































































