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l&! JOIN HANDS WITH WMO

Uppgoo

MISSION OF WMO

The Mission of WMO is to act as the central Memon organisation representing the Memon Community
throughout the world and to promote the advancement, uplifiment, unity, welfare and well-being of Memons
in the world, in all aspects of life and at all times in accordance with and under the guidance of Islamic

priniciples.
MEMBERSHIP
The World Memon Organisation has the following categories of Membership:

1. Apex Bodies (National Bodies)

2. Institutional Members (Regional and Local Bodies) local institutions, foundations, trusts,
social welfare organizations, professional institutions, chamber of commerce, educational
boards, etc

3, Corporate Members (Commercial Bodies) -

4, Individual Members (Annual or Life Members)

5, Associate Members (any Non-Memon Organizations or Non-Memon Individual)

6. Patrons

71 Trustees of WMO Charitable Foundation (WMOCEF)

MEMBERSHIP FEES

Apex Members TS $500 (Annually)
Institutional Members 1S 5250 (Annually})
Corporate Members US 500 (Annually)
Annual Membership s §100
Life Membership US §2,500
Patron S §25,000
Trustee 1S 5100,000
NOTES:
1. Subscription for female applicants shall be half the normal fees
2, Subscription for Life Members can be paid in three equal annual installments
3. Subseription for Patrons can be paid in five equal annual installments
4. Subscription for Trustees can be paid in five equal annual installments

SUBSCRIPTION FOR MEMON ALAM
For Pakistan: Rs. 500 per antum
For Other Countries: S 850 per annum

ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF FOR MEMON ALAM

Back Page US §500 per issue
Inside Title Page US $400 per issue
Inside Back Page US 8350 per issue
Other pages US 5250 per issue

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS
For 12 issues in a year 30%
For 8 issues in a year 20%
For 4 issues in a year 10%
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l\""! FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR

Heritage of the Memon Community

“Cultural
Heritage" is the
intangible
attributes of a
group or society
that are inherited
from past
generations,
maintained in the
present and
bestowed for the
benefit of future
generations.
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Heritage refers to something which is inherited from one's ancestors. It has several senses including:

Mamral Heritage a nation's inheritance of geology, landscape and landforms, and other natural resources.
Cuftural Heritage the legacy of physical artifacts and mtangible attributes of a group or society

Food Heritage

Traditions, customs, practices, socal values, language, ctc

Every society has a different culture, where people share a specific language, traditions, behaviors, perceptions
and beliefs. Culture gives them an identity which makes them unique and different from people of other
culiures.

It is said that the cultures in which we are raised define our identities and shape how we experience the world.
History and events have shaped us and we, in turn, as members of the Memon Community, have shaped
history and events. What we are today is due to our culture and heritage,

Culture 1s something that a person learns from his farmily and surroundings, and is not ingrained in him from
birth. It does not have any biological connection because even if a person is brought up in a culture different
from that in which he was born, he imbibes the culture of the society where he grows up, Culture 15 necessary
to establish an order and discipline in the society. It is not only a means of communication between people, but
also creates a feeling of belonging and togetherness among people in the society.

“Cultural Heritage" is the intangible attributes of a group or society that are inherited from past generations,
maintained in the present and bestowed for the benefit of future generations,

“Architectural Heritage” includes buildings and historic places, monuments, artifacts, etc., that are considered
worthy of preservation for the future, The heritage that survives from the past is often unique and irreplaceable,
which places the responsibility of preservation on the current generation.

The Hentage of the Memon Community

The Memon Community has a recorded history of about 450 years, Who knows how old it actually is! But its
rich traditions and varied heritage have given it a unique identity worldwide. The Memons are well-known for
their business acumen and for building Mosques, Madressahs, schools, colleges, hospitals and other social
welfare institutions all over the Indian subcontinent and other countries. The Memons are illustrious for their

generosity and philanthropy.

There are many things which can be encompassed in the heritage of the Memon Community. But due to the
vastness of this subject, we have decided to focus only on two things for the present issue of the Memon Alam,

The first and foremost is the Memoni language which has been ignored by the recent generations, This has led
to serious damage and deprived our younger generation of a valuable cultural treasure which was passed down
to us by our forefathers. It is important to preserve our Memoni language. For this purpose, some of our
contemporaries are working trelessly to revive the Memoni Language for the generations to come.

The second issue which has been concentrated on in this issue is the architectural heritage of the Memon
Community, As mentioned above, the Memons have built countless Educational Institutions, Madressahs,
Mosques, Orphanages, Hospitals, Rest Houses and a whole lot of other institutions for the benefit of entire
humanity.

These fine buildings are still standing as a testimony to the philanthropist, educationists, social warkers who
had a vision, not for themselves, but for the betterment and uplift of every member of the society.

I hope this issue will create a sense of belonging and togetherness as a member of the Memon Community and
help us all to understand and realize the value of preserving our rich culture and vast heritage and pass it (o the
future generations.

¥ Pir Muhammad A. Kaliya
Chief Editor,
Memon Alam
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¥ MESSAGE

Shoaib Amin Kothawala

Los Angeles, California, USA
Founder Trustee & Vice President,
‘World Memon Organization (WMO) North America Chapter

Assalam Allaikum & Greetings

[ congratulate Memon Alam for becoming the voice of memons around the world by publishing this monthly magazine
updating the success of individual memons and memon businesses and the various activities of memons around the
world, Memon Alam will give memons the opportunity to become a close knit and keep the kindle of light glowing.

Memaons should be proud of their heritage and should cherish the work of our great forefathers whose noble work,
dedication, sacrifices and sincerity has given us an image for being a highly social, honest and philanthropic community,
rising and serving the community and humanity at large all over the world,

It is high time that members of the memon community evaluate the contribution of the memon community over the
past several centuries and plan a concrete well planned socio economic program for the welfare of our community.
"Education is the ONLY Salvation" for our nation and we must have an aggressive plan and set a goal to make our
commumnity 100% literate in the next 20-25 years. Educating our community is essential for the survival and the futore
of our generation.

Many of today’s memon generation in particularly the youth are not fully aware of the history of the Memons and
the contribution and sacrifices made by our forefathers for the welfare and well-being of our community and humanity.
Memons are now spread all over the world and have made a name for themselves in the field of business, industry,
education, politics, medicine and science, Uplifting our youth is extremely important.

I humbly request memons around the world to be sincere and live in harmony and support our community morally
and financially which 1s the only way we can prosper and maintain the image of our great heritage. Our Heritage is our
treasure which has been passed down to us and we must ensure that we pass on this great heritage to our future
generation,

With Kind Regards

o7 MEMON ALAM @ JULY 2010



% MESSAGE

Muhammad Yousuf Adil
Treasurer,
World Memon Organisation (WMO)

It gives me great pleasure 1o note that the Memon Alam is now being published under the umbrella of the
World Memon Organisation (WMO) since April 2010. Every issue has it¢ own unique theme and the
current issue is Memon Heritage,

It is important to preserve the treasure handed down to us by our forefathers. One such treasure is our
Memoni language. It is so sad to note that many of the younger generation are not able to speak the

Memoni language fluently since the parents prefer to teach them Urdu or any other prevailing language of
their region. This has to be changed.

Secondly, the numerous architectural structures which were built to house schools, colleges, hospitals,
orphanages, welfare organizations, etc, are a living testimony to the dedication and commitment of our
ancestors to serve humanity, We have to preserve them to pass them over to the future generations.

Besides the above, the desire and commitment to serve others is one great quality which we, as

Memons, have inherited from forefathers. It is indeed a blessing from Almighty Allah to have a burning
desire to Serve humanity.

o8 MEMON ALAM @ JULY 2010
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History and heritage.of

Memon community

%' Abdul Razzaq Thaplawala

r. Sergy Levin, a Soviet Writer,

writing in the book “Soviet

Scholars View South Asia” has
said that:

“Memons have long been famous in
India as very enterprising tradesmen.
Merchants from this community have
engaged in trade with the most varied
goods, on land and on sea. In the 16th
and 17th centuries they setiled
throughout all of Gujarat, and set up a
number of factories on the Malabar
Coast. The Memon merchants played a
particularly important role in the trade of
the city of Surat, which was at that time
the leading trade center of western India.

From the end of the 18th century and
the first quarter of the 19th, a mass
settlement of Memons began throughout
India, and a few decades later they also
emigrated beyond its borders, chiefly to
the countries of the Indian Ocean basin.
By the end of the 19th century, rich
communities of Memons were appearing
in the ports of the Red Sea and the
Persian Gulf, in Ceylon and Burma, and
in East and South Africa”.

“The Memaons are people with a rich
and colorful past but without any
historians to record it, let alone analvze
or laud the achievement of their
ancestors. Until now Memons have taken
an attitude to history not dissimilar to the
one Napoleon took. Asked by one of his
generals about the impact one of his
battle plans would have on history,
Napoleon is believed to have said: Let us
make history then let historians write it",
These are the words of Mr. Mihir Bose,
the author of “The Memons”. The first
ever book on the community published
from a country cutside the sub-continent,
The book has been published by World
Memon Foundation from UK.

Fortunately, the community has
realized the importance of recording its
history during last few decades but most
of these attempts have been made in
Gujrati and some in Urdu. The only
exception is the book “The Enterprising
Philanthropists” in English by my friend
Mr, A Sattar Parekh published from
Karachi in August, 1999 and the Book
“The Memons" referred above.
Unfortunately, the circulation of these
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books has been limited and therefore they
have not reached the educated elites of
the community particularly the
youngsters. The objective of this exercise
can be summed up in the words of Late
Mr. Muhammad Ali Rangoonwala who
said “we need to know, our children and
grand children need to know, where our
ancestors came from and what they did".

The History of community begins
with the first question i.e. “What is the
origin of community?" The most
common answer and the one which is
believed by most of the elders of the
community is the story published in
Gazetteer of Bombay Presidency
published in 1899, According to this
story, the “Lohanas” a Hindu cast who
lived in fourteenth century in Sindh was
converted to Islam by Pir Yusufuddin
Qadri, a disciple of Pir Abdul Qadir
Gilani of Baghdad.

The new converts were given the name
Momins which later on with passage of
time, came to be known as Memons.
Some of the recent historians have
however other thoughts in the matter but
we do not have time to go into details. T
will only mention the theory of Karim
Baksh Khalid, a Sindhi Memon Scholar.
According to his theory, Arabs of Qatif
near Tail who were weavers came along
with Muhammed Bin Qasim in Sindh.
They belonged to a tribe of Banu Tasmim
and constituted the right wing of his
army which in Arabic is known as
“Mymenah" the right wingers. They
settled in Sindh and later on came to be
known as Memons. If this theory is
accepted, then the Memons were original
Arabs. Later on these Memons migrated
to Katch and Kathiawar due to various
reasons.

This new Muslim community was
distinguished by great religious zeal and
piety. This feature is even today
characteristic of the Memons. The
reputation for being pious Muslims
which has been attached to the Memon
contributed greatly to their commercial
success. When a Memon moves to a
locality, his first action is building a
Mosque. In Karachi alone you can find
many Mosques carrying the name of
Memon as prefix. The present population

A

of Memon community according to a
rough estimate is one million, 500,000 in
India, 400,000 in Pakistan and 100,000 in
rest of the World including South Africa,
UK., US.A,, Canadaand UA.E,

The Memon traders or professional
businessman of those days had a unique
system of organization and management.
Many well known Memon firms had
hundred of branches spread over the
entire country and when none of the
present day means of communication
were available, they had evolved a system
which kept the head offices of these firms
in constant touch with all the branches.
Apparently these firms were owned by
one family but they had evolved a system
of what we may call a contributory and
participatory management. The Manager
of each branch also contributed to the
capital of that particular branch. His
share in the investment was nominal
from half an anna to four annas in terms
of currency units of those days i.e.
1/32th to 1/4 of a rupee. Most of the
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Managers stayed at their branches for 10
months in a year leaving their families in
their ancestors' towns. When they
returned to their native places for a two
months leave every year, they would find
their share of profit and the salary duly
worked out by Mehtaji or Accountant of
the firm and which was promptly paid to
them. How could they keep control of
the hundreds of branches and maintain
their accounts in those days, is a dilemma
to us today but it is an example of high
professional & business acumen of the
community, These Memons had not gone
to a business School and yet they were
able to evolve a unique business system.
May be some of our prolessionals in
accounting and business management
profession will do some research on the
subject one day.

Some people, with their own axe to
grind often try to malign the community as
hoarders & profiteers but it is a matter of
common knowledge about our ancestors
that very often they never hesitated in
doing business when the gunny my bag or
the bardana used for packing of the
commaodity was the only profit lefi 1o
them. They believed in high turnover and
small profits for overall success of the
business. Many Management Gurus of
today advocate this strategy.

Love for religion

Whenever the Memons have settled they
first built a mosque and madrassa, and if
in considerable numbers, also established
a Jamat. Many mosques built by Memons
have become outstanding architectural
landmarks of their particular cities. Such
mosques include Zakaria Masjid of
Calcutta, Minara Masjid of Bombay. New
Memon Masjid of Karachi and Baitul
Mugarram Masjid, Dacca. Memons have
also built large mosques in the countries
spread from Japan to South Africa, The
Jama Masjid of Durban built by the
Memons, is the largest mosque in the
Southern Hemisphere.

Services for the promotion of education
The Memon Community has established
mnumerable madrassas, schools, colleges
and technical institutes whose benefits are
open to all Memons and non-Memons
alike.

Educational services before
independence

A Memon philanthropist, Sir Yousuf
Ismail established a "WAUTICAL &
TECHNICAL INSTITUTE" at Whasa
island near Bombay in 1910 to train
Indian youths in Marine Technology,
which was until then a monopoly of the
British. This institute was later developed
in a Marine College, which was the first
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and only college of its kind for some
decades. Sir Yousuf Ismail also
established Ismail Yousuf College in
memory of his great uncle at Bombay in
1930 at the cost of thirty Lacs rupees.
This college is counted among the best
colleges in India, Mohammad Haji Sabu
Siddig, who died at the young age of 25
years, established Sabu Siddique Technical
High School in Bombay in 1920 which
was the first non-government technical
high-school of its kind in Bombay
Presidency. This high school has now
flowered into a big Technical Tnstitute

Independence movement
But it was not only trade and business in
which the members of community
participated, They look equal interest in
independence movement. T will only
touch this subject briefly by mentioning
the names of the members of community
who participated or contributed to
independence movement even before the
movement of Pakistan was started.
Druring Khilafat Movement many
notable Memons contributed huge
amounts of donations. The names of Mr.
Omer Subani and Ahmed son of
Janmohammad Chotani were prominent
among these donors, When, Subash
Chandra Bose announced the formation of
Azad Hind Fauj in 1944, Mr, A, Habib
Haji Yusuf Marfani huge contnbutions for
the cause. He was appointed Chairman of
supply Board of the Council of Indian
Liberation Army. Mr. A, Sattar Palwala
and Mr. A. Latif Admani were other
prominent members of the community
who actively participated in the movement.
Mr. Admani was later arrested by British
Government and sent to jail. Many
Memons also actively contributed &
participated in Reshmi Roomal movement.

Gandhi groomed as a leader by a Memon
Tt might be news to many, that a Memon
businessmen played important rele in
providing an opportunity to Mahatma
Gandhi in becoming a Leader.

Mr. Luis Fischer, the author of “the
Life of Mahatma Gandhi” one of the
well known biographies of Gandhi,
writes that when Mohandas Karam
Chand Gandhi returned from England
after doing his law in London, he started
practice in Rajkot with the help of his
elder brother. “But Mohandas was a
complete failure as a lawver in Rajkot as
well as in Bombay when he could not
utter 2 word during petty cases in court".
At this junction, a Memon from
Porbandar, Ghandhi's home town, Mr.
Dada Abdullah Seth, who had settled in
South Africa, offered him retainer ship
on an anmual stpend of Pound Sterling
105.00 for looking after his court cases in

Duarban, Mr, Gandhi accepted the offer
and landed in Africa. He spent full year
in the service of Dada Abdullah Seth
who did his best to groom him as a good
lawyer. During this period Gandhi
witnessed the atrocities of whites against
Indians and other colored people and
started participating in agitation against
these atrocities. Later on he decided to
stay in South Africa and lived there for 20
years. This changed the life of Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi who became a
prominent political figure,

Pakistan movement

When Pakistan movement was started,
the Memons generously contributed to
the Funds of All India Muslim League
and Muslim Press Fund established by
Quaid-e-Azam who knew the patriotism
of Memons and therefore visited every
nook and corner of Kathiawar including
Rajkot, Gondal, Dhoraji, Mangrol,
Bantva, Manavadar, Kutiyana, Ranawav,
Porbandar, Jetpur and Wanthli in
January, 1940, During these visits large
processions were taken out which
culminated in meetings which were
addressed by Quaid-e-Azam, Mr. 1.1
Chundrigar and prominent Memons
personalities. At every such function
Quaid-e-Azam was presented with bag
full of donations. The visit of Quaid-e-
Azam to such large number of towns and
addressing gatherings at such relatively
small places shows what importance
Quaid-e-Azam gave to the Memon
community as early as in 1940. Among
the freedom fighters who were jailed by
the British Government during Pakistan
Movement, you can find the names of
Mr. Usman Kasam Mitha (Father of
General Abubakar Mitha of Pakistan
Army) Mr. Ahmed Noor Mohammad
and Mr. A, Sattar Parekh.

The Memon community was in for-
front in helping the humanity irrespective
of their cast creed whenever national
calamites affected [ndia & Pakistan. This
included massive earth quake in Bihar
and Quetta in 30s and floods in East
Pakistan. For the work for the welfare of
victims of Earthquake Mr, Abdul Sattar
Haji Suleman Naviwala was awarded the
medal of Qaiser-Hind by Viceroy. The
Pakistan Government awarded Sitara-e-
Khidmat to Mr. Usman Suleman for
flood relief activities in East Pakistan.

It may be appropriate to make mentioned
of Massarpuria Memon Jamat, The
Masspuria Memons blonging to Sindh
and migrated to Africa. The Nassarpuria
Memon Jamat has built quite a few
mosque and other welfare institutions,
As early as in 1451, the photographs and
discretion of some of the buildings
possess significant values.
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Why Memon Heritage is
important for Community Asset

%' Shoaib Habib Memon

eritage sites and buildings can have

a very positive influence on many

aspects of the way a community
develops. Regeneration, housing, education,
economic growth and community
engagement are examples of the ways in
which heritage can make a very positive
contribution to commumnity life.

This is because:

e  People are very proud of their local
history, but don't always express how
much they value a place until it's
threatened. Because it adds character
and distinctiveness to an area, heritage
is fundamental in creating a ‘sense of
place’ for & community:,

e  Adaptive reuse of heritage buildings is
an important factor in creating
sustainable communities,

e  Heritage buildings add value to
regeneration projects, both in terms the
economic and environmental
advantage of reuse over new build and
in adding character to a precinct.

e  Hertage places can be a potent driver

e Increased community values and
greater social inclusion can be
achieved through a focus on heritage
matters,

e  Hemtape places are an excellent local
educational resource for people of all
ages, Learning about the history of a
place is a good way of bringing
commumities together through a shared
understanding of the unique cultural
identity hentage places give to an area.

Areas where the hentage is understood and
valued tend to be better looked after than
with the community. Such links help to
foster civic responsibility and citizenship
and contribute to everyone's quality of life.
Heritage is the full range of our inherited
traditions, monuments, objects, and calture,
Most important, it is the range of
contemporary activities, meanings, and
behaviors that we draw from them.
Heritage includes, but is much more than
prﬁﬁviug,mmmﬁng,djsplay::ng,ar )
restoring a collection of old things, It is both
tangible and intangible, in the sense that
ideas and memories—of songs, recipes,
language, dances, and many other elements

of who we are and how we
identify ourselves—are as important
as historical buildings and
archaeological sites,

Hentage is, or should be, the
subject of active public reflection,
debate, and discussion. What is
worth saving? What can we, or
should we, forget? What memories
can we enjoy, regret, or learn from?
Who owns "The Past" and who is
entitled to speak for past
generations? Active public
discussion about material and
intangible heritage—of individuals,
groups, communities, and nations—
is a valuable facet of public life in
our multicultural world.

Heritage is a contemporary
activity with far-reaching effects. Tt
can be an element of far-sighted
urban and regional planning. It can
be the platform for political
recognition, a medium for
intercultural dialogue, 8 means of
ethical reflection, and the potential
basis for local economic
development. It is simultaneously
local and particular, global and
shared

Hentage is an essential part of
the present we live in—and of the
future we will build, In recent
years, it has become increasingly
clear that public heritage
preservation and interpretation can
play a constructive role in the
social evolution of nations, regions,
and local communities.

As noted by the World Bank in
1tsﬁ'a,me1.mtkform:hunfm

rmust be taken into account.... the key
guestion is no longer a conceptual one-
whether culture matters-but a strategic and
operational one; refining the means for
making culture part of the purposive
inducement of development, thus increasing
the cultural sustamability of development
and its economic effectiveness.”

While research and rigorous, empirical,
humanistic study of the past is and will
always remain the foundation of heritage
activities, a change to a more holistic vision

of the material remains of the past is surely
coming. And it will demand both
international cooperation and a far-reaching
interdisciplinary approach.

Indeed, in the coming years the issues of
cultural heritape, social identity, and
collective memory will all become serious

educated both in the historiographical
disciphines and 1n the important
contemporary aspects of heritage such as
economics, sociology, urban planning, and
commumnity affairs,
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“Gold King” eyes international

status for memons
An interview with

Abdul Razzak Yakoob ARY

[As we all know, Haji A. Razzak Yakoob Gandhi, is one of the founders of WMO and its first
President, guiding this leading organization of the Memon Community by his shrewd
leadership and far sighting, successfully steering it through all those up and downs. Haji Saheb,
a business tycoon, have seen many ups and downs in his life. Today, he is in helms of the affairs
and 1s known as a Gold King in his close circles. Here we present his thought-provoking

interview with Memon Alam.|

Memon Alam: Thank you, Sir, for
sparing time for Memon Alam. It was
you, who always empathized for a
magazine from the platform of WMO
and Memon Alam has started publishing
under its new umbrella upon your
initiatives,

A.Razzak Yakoob; Al Hammdu Lillah,
My prayers are always with WO,

Memon Alam: As per our practices, we
will like to start by asking about initial
stage of vour life. S0 how was your
childhood?

ALRLY: Just a day before yesterday, L
visited some areas of old city where 1 have
passed my childhood. A friend from
America came to see me. I took him with
me and we visited areas of Thattai
Compound, Light House, Kharadar,
Mithadar, Moosa Lane etc. There is a
street named after my father in Thattai
Compound, Yakoob Wali Mohammed
Street. My childhood passed roaming in

these streets. My taste was towards
business line and was not fond of
education. I reached at Matriculation but
did not appear in examination.

Memon Alam: Where did you start your
business career?

ALR.Y: At a cable factory. HM. Ismail
Wire Works was in Moosa Lane. [ also
worked m Karachi Bullion and then entered
the gold market. At the age of 24, 1 went to
Dubai and there T am, since last 42 years,

Memon Alam; Let us know about your
family.

ALBRLY: We are four brothers and only one
sister. [ am at No. 2 after my eldest brother
Jan Mohammed, Then there is Igbal Bhai
and then Rauf Bhai, of Otv,

Memon Alam: How you reached at
Dubai ?

AR.Y: T had to go there to recover a debt
from a friend of mine. As the deal was

made upon my responsibility, my father
forced me to go to recover the amount of
half a million rupees. That was considered
a big amount in those days, When T reached
Dubai, my friend clearly told me that he
had no money to seftle the debt, but he
proposed 1o begin business in Dubai and
promised to facilitate and puade. It was like
petting favorte dish without asking for it
was a good friend and we also had family
terms. So after getting permission from
father, [ remained in Dubai with him.
Coincidentally, the Ambassador was a good
friend and in a very short period [ got the
passport of UAE. I also took a trip to India
on that passport and visited a mumber of
places there. T have given interviews to
many newspapers and magazines including
Mew York Times and others but have never
told this, Memon Alam is the first to get it
from me.

Memon Alam: Thank yoo Sir. When you
migrated from Indial

ALR.Y: One year prior to partition of sub
continent when I was two years old. My
grand mother was from Karachi. [ was
born in 1944,

Memon Alam: Please tell us more about
your childhood.

ALRLY: T was rowdy and fond of cricket,
an all rounder plaver. But my father was
against cricket and used to rebuke me for
wasting time after games. He always
advised me to learn trading.

Memon Alam: 50, what did yon want to
become - Cricketer or businessman?
ALR.Y: In fact, T was eveing the cricket,
but my father would not let me, There
were many famous cricketers used to play
with me, including Farooq Kamal of
Junagadh who became test cricketer
afterwards.
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Memon Alam: How did you reach at
such a height in Community?

ALELY: These are blessings of Allah, 1
had never thought that I would become
one day the leader of Memons. Even 1
was not used to talk freely, let alone
delivering speeches in public meetings.

Memon Alam: Tell us about your
matrimonial life?

ALRY: My mother showed me three girls
and asked to select one. | told her to decide
on her own will. My father chose her. My
in-laws surname is Nakal. They were king
of gold and silver in Surat before partition.
But they were business nvals of my family
m those days. So we faced some difficulties,
but at last all was settled and we got
married. T was 18 at that ime. My father-
in-law owned H.M. Ismail Wire Works.
They migrated to Pakistan perhaps in 1958.
Unfortunately, my brother-in-law died at
early age When my father-in-law died, we
were partners m HM [smail Wires and so
had to take control of it. T myself worked
there for seven years,

Memon Alam: Then you came to gold
after HM Ismail?

ALY No. Actually | started from gold
refinery, But at that ime our wire industry
was losing the market. So my father sent
me there to assess the situation by
checking accounts, [ am good at
accounting since beginning, They believed
1 was faster than calculator in counting

the figures. It took me two years to set the
wire company on right track and then
returned to refinery, After that [ was
required to go to Dubai.

Memon Alam: So you started gold
trading in Dubai.

ALRY: No. No. There was no gold tradg
n Dubai in mitial stage. In fact Dubai gold
market was in a shump m those days and that
city was infamous for smugghing on large
scale. Who ever went there was dubbed as
smuggler. T started in textile business and also
in foodstulls. 1 introduced many Pakistand

other countries were my customers. There
was a craze of Pakistani fextiles in India.
That was the period between seventies and

Memon Alam: So gold became your
identity after textile and foodstuffs ?
ALR.Y: Gold was always our identity but
in Dubai, we started it at later stage.
Around 1986, we faced some business
crisis due to the dishonesty of some of our
dealers. Our agencies started their own
branches. We felt we have wasted our time
and abandoned that business with broken
heart. Fortunately, Dubai gold market was
recovering at that fime, so we started ARY
Gold. It was our own brand until that
time which we had created and now ARY
Gold is a worldwide name,

Memon Alam: You did not face any
competition?

ALR.Y: There were a number of dealers;
Haji Ashraf was biggest of them all, but
there were no competition in gold
manufacturing. We sailed solo. Even
today we face no hard competition. T am
the family member of LMB and even the
first such member from Pakistan. Recently
we got the membership of COMMECS,
MNew York,

Memon Alam: What changes do you
see in our Community after the
establishment of WMO?

ALY Creation of WMO is a good omen.
At the start, some leading persons came to
me with proposal. We were five founding
members: two of the members, Mr, Latf
Ebrahim Jamal and Mr. Razzak Tasty have
passed away since then, Mr. Abubaker
Qassim and Mr. Adam Noor are alive today
and [ am the youngest at the age of 66
among three of us. At that very first
meeting, [ clearly told them that T am with
you'll, only for financial support. But if you
ask me to participate in its activities, I am
sorry to say [ am neither properly educared
nor possess such skills. If you take me to
any big stage for delivering a speech or ask
to talk with some big personalities in
English, I am at loss, as I am not capable of
doing that, They told me et us organize a
Memon Conference first and then we will
see, Al Hamdu Lillah, some 250 delegates
participated from all over the world in that

14
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very first conference. [ had invited the
Sheikh of Dubai on the occasion. They
elected me as the President of WMO m
that conference without prior consent with
me. When | objected they requested me to
take charge temporarily for the sake of
organization and let the working initiate,
after that they will make some other
arranpgements. This way WMO started
functioning and has performed at such
extent there is no precedence of any other
organization, society or foundation in
comparison. Figures of WMO are
extremely attractive. And now very

i mstitutes like MITI (Memon
Industrial and Technical Institute) has
mitiated its working. Tt is an ambitious
program. Actually we had started MITT at
Baroda, India, which is running very
successfully. There should be some 500
mstitutions like MITI in Pakistan, which
could generate some 50 to 60 thousand
students. You can earn foreign exchange by
exporting this vocationally trained
manpower and bring prosperity in our
country, HM. Shehzad is working very
hard and efficiently running MITT, but 1
think he will be tired very soon because
costs are on rising, They spend 4 to 5
thousand rupees on each student and charge
them only 500 rupees. It is a meager
amount. At least 50 percent amount should
have been charged to students and then it
could be possible to collect the remaming 50
percent amount from donors,

Memon Alam: What should we do to
seek more benefits from WMO?

ALRLY: We should initiate more schemes
like MITI and also look toward
international aid programs. Unfortunately,
our Mayor of Karachi, Syed Mustafa
Kamal, has been removed from his post
under new systern. That young man was
very helpful to us, He had promised to
sanction all the schemes of WMO. Also
talked about us appreciatively on various
platforms in Washington and New York
and introduced Memons as a strong
Community on international level. He
initiated the idea to make the Memon
Community member of UNO, He told us
there would be no lack of funds once you
become member in UNO. He persuaded
Americans to take Memons with them
instead of funding here and there in
Pakistan. By funding Memons you will
get educated and skilled manpower in
Pakistan. Introduction of Memons to
Americans is a big affair and credit for
that poes to Syed Mustafa Kamal,

Memon Alam: How the idea of MITI
developed in Pakistan?

ALR.Y: The credit for that too goes to that
young Mayor Kamal. In a function in
Karachi I told him that most of the
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politicians are hypoetites. They only talk
m big way but never act. He asked me
what the problems of Memon
Community were, And then he started to
pursue me, calling me day and night,
whether [ was in Karachi or in Dubai. He
did not rest until he got the land valued at
10 million dollars granted for MITI for
free of cost. He also offered to prepare the
agreements according to our wish and he
will sign it. On the other side our team
seemed little slow and hesitating in getting
such benefits. The Mayor used to tell me
that Haji Saab, you could take any work
from me now; you will be remembering
me after [ am gone. Once in mformal
talks, the then President Musharraf began
praising other particular community and
talked about their Medical College ete. 1
told the President [ do not agree with you,
as no community has done work in
Pakistan on such a large scale as Memons,
I challenged him to carry the survey of
number of schools and hospitals
established and run by Memons, and they
run them with their own money, They are
not granted tax-free import of medicines
and other facilities like others do have.
President Musharraf too asked me to
come with proposals and promised to
grant all those facilities to Memons. But
there too our people failed to prepare
proposals until Musharraf Government
was pone. Even in present government,
there is a chance to get the taxes of
millions of rupees waived, but again they
have failed to prepare the proposals and
two years have already passed. Same
situation is in India. The Memon
Federation there is not registered with
government of India. Once I was in Dehli
and special guest of Morarji Desai. When
T talked to him regarding that registration,
he asked me to send the application file.
But Memons of India has not prepared
that application as yet.

Memon Alam: WMO is known only to
those who are its beneficiaries. Common
man does not know much about it,
ALR.Y: Any one who knows anything
about WMO should pass the information
to others, But Memons are ignorant in this
regard. If I say some thing here in
Karachi, they treat as such [ am an
unknown person, although I have come
back here after so many years.

Memon Alam: But now our own
magazine Memon Alam has

come out and it will.....

ALR.Y: Even through media you need (o
butter up some one to get your work done.
Even if you are very good or very bad,
you cannot get your work done without
buttering some one up. Look, WMO have
earned much prestige in very short period

and ARY television has played a key role
in this. Once | was waiting for a flight at
Frankfurt airport when a Bengali
passenger came to me and asked if T was
Abdul Razzak Yakoob. When I asked
how he recognized me, he told me he had
seen the program of Memons on
television. This is the importance of T.V.
But despite such important role of ARY
Channel, no one from WMO ever took
trouble to even thank them. I am not
running that channel. Other people run it
and every one want some recognition.
You cannot make any work done while
sitting at home, We should pay respect to
whom we deal with, even if that
individual is not a big person. They will
be happy and will always utter good
words about you.

Memon Alam: So Memons lack in this
type of behavior?

ALB.Y: Regarding Memons, T will say
they all are busy to create their own
identity { Potey ji addhi addhi inch ji
masjidu banayn me lagya hin ). T am
rather blunt while talking about that. In a
recent ceremony, my name was there in
the invitation card, but they did not take
trouble to seek my consent nor even
invited me!

Memon Alam: Should our welfare
services be centralized ?

ALRLY: We have already decided that. In
a recent meeting at Patel Hospital, it was
agreed that we will get all our schools,
hospitals and other institutions to run in a
co-ordinate manner from a single
platform.

Memon Alam: How a shrewd
businessman polished his

leadership skills?

AVRY: Mr. Adam Noor of Mumbai is a
family friend since our forefathers, Once
he asked me if T know how my skills are
developed. [ said I don't know; Allah is
guiding me, He revealed that it is in my
blood! Adam Kaka told me that the first
Memon Conference was held in 1933
under the president ship of Junani Kaka
and he was the uncle of your father. Then
another Memon Conference was held in
Baroda, which was presided by Haji Wali
Mohammed Motiwal and he was your
maternal grand father.

Memon Alam: What do you see the
future of WMO's long term programs?
ALR.Y: Even though the financial crisis
has affected Memons badly, they are
striving hard to go forward. I think it is
necessary 10 mention here some names
that are contributing in huge terims. Mr.
Majid Ali Mohammed of London is on
the top of them in spending in a big way
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for WMO, Then there is Mr. Shoaib
Kothawala, Mr. Abu Tayvab, Mr. Sattar
Dada. On the other hand Mr. Pir
Mohammed Kaliya and H. M Shehzad are
working very hard day and night for this
organization.

Memon Alam: Where do you see
WMO in next fve years?

ALR.Y: If circumstances turn out to be
favorable, Memons will go on
international level. We should increase
our strength. T will recommend taking
WMO's membership upon 40 to 50
thousands, so that we could get
recognition from UNQ.

Memon Alam: Should Memons have a
Political platform?

AR.Y: Yes. We have no effective voice in
the society as a community, Qur aims and
objectives should not remain limited up to
serving and distributing money to poor.
We should get our power recogrized as a
strong Community.

Memon Alam: Any plan for Memon
university from the platform of WMO 7
AR.Y: Yes. We have already decided to
establish a university in UAE. As Dubai is
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a buffer zone for India and Pakistan and
also suitable for Memons from African
countries, we have selected it as a location
for proposed university. T have offered my
12 acres land in Raas-ul-Khaima in UAE.
If there are not enough funds raised by
WMO, I will donate this piece of land for
the university. I have already talked with
Sheikh Mubarak, who is also the
Education Minister of UAE, for the
official permission for the university.

Memon Alam: It is said that Memon
Community lacks in leadership.....
AR.Y: No, I don't agree! We lack in
unity, not in leadership. Let me give you
an example, 1 was invited at Karachi
Chamber of Commerce and Industries,
where during informal chat; three or four
Memons told me if they are given certain
positions in WMO, they are ready to
contribute for it. I told them that, we do
every thing on merit at WMO. Come
forward and wark for Memons.
Unfortunately, this type of thinking is not
only in Pakistan, Some individuals from
South Africa also offered me to bring 40
trustees from Africa, provided that certain
four persons are expelled from WMO! L
told them that it is not in my power. [

invited them to come and work hard to
strengthen WMO for the welfare of the
community.

Memon Alam: How did you take the
initiatives for acquiring Memon Alam?
ALR.Y: Previous editor of Memon Alam,
Mr. Umar A, Rehman, offered to hand
over their magazine Memon Alam to
WMO. We were already secking some
mouthpiece for WMO, so we took this
challenge. As Umar Bhai has run it for 50
years single handedly, now it should not
be hard for a big organization like WMO
to run the Memon Alam professionally.

Memon Alam: Please give some message
for the Community.

ALRLY: Firstly, I will call for unity. Learn
to honor others, and then you will get
yourself honored. Stop criticizing others,
as no one is 100% perfect. Learn to trust
the workers of the Community. We
should improve ourselves.

Memon Alam: Thank you very much,
Sir. An interview with you was the
memorable occasion for us,

ALRLY: You are welcome,
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Oldest Memon
masjid

The oldest Memon
Masjid in Pakistan,
Which is still
standing in its R i EG ) Al
original form. Is that ' rq : “(
of Matiyari (Sindh). | ¥ % 8 & SR
According to a
Gazateer of Sindh it
was constructed in
1802 A.D.
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& Abdul Hameed Tayab Suriya worship hall is peaceful and boasts a Jhaveri together with Hajee Mahomed
simple elegance. Hajee Dada purchased a site in Grey
he magnificent Juma Mosque, the This historic mosque was built in Street (now known as Doctor Yusuf
largest mosque in the Southern 1881.The marvelous efforts of Aboobaker Dadoo Street) from K Moons Amy for
hemisphere, dominates Durban's Amod Jhaveri and Hajee Mahomed Hajee one hundred and fifteen pounds with the
central Indian district. Its gilt-domed Dada behinds such a brilliant construction intention of building a mosque there. A
minarets tower over the bustling of the said mosque. tiny brick and mortar structure which was
commercial area, but inside the marbled In August 1881, Aboobaker Amod situated on the site was converted into the
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mosgue, In 1884 the two founders had the
brick and mortar structure rebuilt, making
it bigger. The Juma mosque was the first
mosque constructed in Natal, and in
Febroary of 1884 Aboobaker's estate
bought land next to the mosque to enable
its further expansion,

In 1889, Hajee Mahomed Dada, in his
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capacity as the only surviving trustee of
the Grey Street (now known as Doctor
Yusuf Dadoo Street) Mosque purchased
more adjoining land due to the swift rise
in the number of worshippers. The first of
the two minarets on the Grey Street (now
known as Doctor Yusuf Dadoo Street)
Mosque was constructed in 1904, At the

same time, two shops were built alongside
the mosque providing an income for its
maintenance. A second minaret was
added to the mosque in 1905 and several
rooms, toilets and shower facilines were
also added at the rear of the mosque for
travelers to use. Rooms were also built for
the mu'adhdhin, who calls worshippers to
prayer. All these dwellings had to be
removed when the Juma mosque Girls
School was built adjacent to the mosque.
These minarets were at time two of the
highest structures in the city of Durban.
The mosque was rebuilt in 1927 following
the design of architects Payne and Payne.
The building is a unique blend of [slamic
decorations and strong Union period
vernacular style. Further extensions and
alterations were made to the Grey Street
(now known as Doctor Yusuf Dadoo
Street) Mosque in 1943,

Today the mosqgue building is a large
plastered structure which features a
mixture of various styles. A bridge
extends from the neighboring girls' schoal
to the roof of the mosque. The flat roof,
which is used for prayer during festivals, is
used as a playground during school days
as the school is not equipped with one.
The style of the Grey Street (now known
as Doctor Yusuf Dadoo Street) Mosque is
essentially geometrical, The windows and
inter leading doors and the arched
doorways all stress this geometrical
design. Its gilt-domed minarets protrude,
above the bustling commercial area, but
inside the marbled worship hall is peaceful
and boasts a simple elegance, The Grey
Street (now known as Doctor Yusuf
Dadoo Street) Mosque is said to be the
oldest mosque in the southern hemisphere
and until the late 19705 also enjoyed the
status of being the larpest mosque in the
southern hemisphere.
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Amreli Memon Boarding House

Restoration leads to resurgence of _
An educational edifice of the memon community
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The Memon educational heritage

The Memons are a business-trading
community, mostly settled in Western
India, much known for their generous
philanthropy. Almost a century ago the
Memons in Gujarat, themselves without
much formal education but acutely aware
of the need for education for the younger
generations, went about identifying those
cities and towns known as educational
centres in Gujarat. These included
Vadodara (Baroda), Bhavnagar, Rajkot
and Amreli, and in these cities, the
Memons established boarding and lodging
homes where Memons students could stay
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during the course of their academic
education. These fine buildings are still
standing, though they may not serve the
same function they were envisages for
since other facilities have come up in the
meanwhile.

The Amreli Memon Bearding House
The Amreli Memon Boarding House isa
registered heritage building situated in
Amreli, Saurashtra, and is 85 years old. It
is built in the Victorian architectural style
with stone walls and flooring, and its
foundations are still extremely strong and
in very good condition. However, its
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overall state is dilapidated and needs
immediate repairs, especially the broken
glass panes of windows, roof tiles,
wooden doors and the chipped flooring.
As a heritage structure, it also needs an
experienced conservation architect to be
able to access the structure and restore it
to its former glory.

The Memon scholars who had lived
there cherish fond memories of their
youth, spent in the palatial building while
pursing their studies with the generous
support of benevolent donors. These
scholars, now businessmen themselves,
would like to give back as much support
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as they can to the old structure and have
come together in an effort to restore and
conserve the building for educational and
cultural purposes. The building stands as a
significant symbol of Memon history and
heritage in Gujarat, a beacon of hope and
inspiration for future Memon generations
in the state.

Plans for restoration and conservation
The Amreli Memon Boarding House
owns 12 acres of land to be used for
educational purposes. The Boarding
House itself occupies only a small
percentage of this land. The Trust has
made ambitious phase-wise plans for an
appropriate educational campus to emerge
and evolve on the site with the Boarding
House Building at its centre. The first
phase involves the restoration and
conservation of the Amreli Memon
Boarding House, A qualified and talented
conservation architect has been identified
to audit the damages in the existing
building and to initiate repair and
maintenance work. This work is currently
going on and we hope that the building
will be ready for the Trust to shift the
students of the Pre-Primary section back

into the heritage building by June 2010
when the new academic year starts,

Design of the new campus

We intend to construct buildings for a
primary, secondary and higher secondary
school in the next phase of development
of the campus. The third phase will
include three separate buildings for
Colleges of Management, Engineering,
and Medicine and Para Medicine, This is
proposed to start by June 2011, We have
proposed a total floor space of 200,000
square feet to be ready over 42 months,
Since the focal point of the campus will
always be the Amreli Memon Boarding
House, the campus will be designed to
reflect and merge into the architectural
style defined by the heritage building,
There will be an equitable mix of
Victorian and modern elements, with
arches and domes but with enough
modern elements to ensure ease of use.
The new buildings will be marked by wide
corridors, spacious classrooms with high
ceilings and ventilators that also work well
with the largely very hot, dry climate of
Saurashtra, keeping the temperatures
inside cooler and breezier. The
architecture will also take into
consideration the shadowgraph of the
sun-rays to decide the location of the
doors, windows and ventilators such that
the inside areas remain as comfortable as
possible with the minimum use of
artificial cooling elements. For instance
exposed walls will be protected from the
harsh afternoon sunlight.
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Maintenance and other issues

We are looking at virtually maintenance
free structures on our campus. This has
been taken care of in the conceptual stage
of the campus itself. The 200,000 square
feet of built area will require 1.2 million
square feet of wall surface area. Since the
exposed wall surfaces do not need
painting over their lifetime, the major
expense of painting every 7-8 years will
never arise, Similarly, the 25 mm thick
Jodhpur sandstone 15 unbreakable and
strongly resistant to the effects of the
weather. The door and window surfaces
will be coated with washable, Teflon-
strengthened paint, thus resisting the
effects of tropical weather and allowing
for regular cleaning to maintain a fresh,
new look.

Quality and style of new construction
Just like the old heritage building has
stood the test of time quite well, we would
like to build the new structures on the
campus to be equally strong and long-
lasting. We have therefore selected
building materials accordingly. Walls,
which support the load of the domes and
the flat concrete slabs, will be built with
machine extruded, wire-cut hollow bricks
ending with solid stone. We have opted for
exposed brick/stone walls and exposed
cement-concrete work on domes and slabs
and do away with cement plaster on the
walls and bottom of the domes and slabs.
Though this will cost more, it will also

save on plastering and painting costs. It
will also add to the aesthetic look of the
buildings as educational, institutional
structures. For the floors, we have chosen
cream-colored Jodhpur sandstone, with a
non-slippery, rough textured finish.
Together with the red of the clay bricks,
the black of the stone edge-work, grey
tones of exposed cement-concrete and the
cream sandstone, the buildings will have
an elegant, soft and cool look.

Landscaping the Campus
Landscape design of the campus is being
looked after by a gualified landscape
designer in conjunction with our architect.
The vnusually hot and harsh climate is
being countered with the strategic planting
of broad-canopied trees that provide
shade even to the buildings, restricting if
not diffusing the effort of direct sunlight
and heat on the terraces, domes corridors
and outer walls of the buildings. Seasonal
as well as perennial flowering shrubs will
be planted along walkways and borders of
buildings fora ﬁagra.nl and pleasant look
to the campus. A certain amount of space
between the walkways and buildings will
be devoted to lush grass for a cool,
manicured look and to make sure that the
rooms are protected from reflected heat
off the asphalt inner roads,

The Amreli Memon Boarding House
will be especially landscaped so as to
showcase its resplendent glory.
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The Memon V111a t—_

(Paanjo Ghar)

% Abdul Hameed Tayab Suriya

he vast plot in Kaloleni Area of

Mombasa has for the last 10

decades become an institution in
its own right, The very name Memon
Villa has become synonymous with the
name of Nasserpuria Memon Jamat.
Three generous philanthropists of the
Jamat: Mr. Haji Kassam Haji Suleiman
Salyani, Mr. Haji Arab Bhachel and Mr
Abdulkarim Issa Bharadia, jointly bought
and presented the plot to the Jamat in the
year 1909, The documents handed over
were made up in Arabic language as was
usual then, The area which is now
pulsating with human activity was then a
wilderness, infested with wild creatures
and bush. Tremendous amount of
voluntary work to clear the mass of bush
and trees went into it. This was carried
out notably by the youth and later by
"WMemon Young Brother's. Two shelters or
BANDAS' were eroded in 1910 by two
generous elders who donated funds to
meet their cost. One shelter was erected
where our present ladies’ hall exists and
another a smaller one, used as a store-
room was eroded where our present
Kaderdina Memorial Hall exists. In 1946
a further shelter for ladies' seating
accommuodation was built adjoining the
first one. Many may recall that a well
existed by the boundary wall between the
volleyball ground and Haji Khamisa Juma
Madressa. An abortive attempt had been
made to breathe first mosgque of Memon
Villa there, back in 1919, The building of
the boundary wall was not done all at a
time. The work was started in 1920. At
least five elders came up and each of them
donated expenses towards a portion of the
wall on various occasions, and finally the

wall was completed. The name
'TAMATIO CHHAMBQ' was changed to
MEMON VILLA

At that time the strip of land between the
present wall and Zulekha bai Building was
an integrated part of Memon Villa. In
1931, the Municipality of Mombassa
offered to buy out the said strip of land for
the purpose of building a road, After
lengthy negotiations, the Jamat agreed to
sell the strip for Shs.18,500/=."The wall
was rebuilt to exclude the strip sold. The
Memon Villa Mosque was built in 1932 at
a cost of Shs, 8,500/-. Part of its building
cost came from the Jamat's members and
the rest from the proceeds of the sale of
the strip. This was renovated in 1976 and
again substantially in 1984. Adjoining the
Mosque, two stone platforms were built in
servers seating accommodation for the
male members on all social occasions.
This is now the yenue of Aishabai Haji
Aboo Clinic built in 1978; Later on it was
proposed to build a shelter over the
platforms as a protection against the sun
and rain, Mr, Haji Abdulla Haji
Kaderdina however agreed to foot the
expenses of building hall. This came into
existence in 1947, the Haji Kaderdina
Memorial Hall. Two years later in 1949,
the generous widow Mis, Fatmabai H.
Khamissa Juma donated a handsome
amount for building of Haji Khamissa
Juma Madressa, The Memon Young
Brothers' and each of five other generous
members also donated the building cost of
a classroom a piece. A second storey was
added in 1996. Presently the ground floor
is being used as Memon College and the
other two floors as Memon High School.
Two ladies' shelters had by now become

too small for the Jamat's ladies. In 1946
these 'Bandas' were altered and joined
together to make one large hall for ladies.
A new Ladies Hall with a large store room
and a committee room (later converted to
secretarial offices) was built in 1964, In
1976, part of the ladies hall was again
remodeled and a conference hall was also
added to it. Along with the Ladies' Hall, a
Prayer Room for ladies on the Ground
floor and Memon Women Association's
Room on the first floor were built, in 1977
with further alterations to the ladies' hall a
storey was mounted to commemorate the
Jamat's Golden Jubilee. The upper storey
is now being used as the Library and
Chemistry and Biology Laboratories of
Memon High School. The Memon
Women Association's room was renovated
in 1997 and again in 2001. Adjoining the
Ladies Hall, two plots were bought and a
handsome amount was raised in which
most members of the Jamat contributed.
With these funds, a majestic building
housing our Jamat's educational
institutions was built in 1974, Further
additions were carried out in the years
1982, 1986, 1988 and 1997. A Swimming
Pool was built in 2000, sports is an
integral part of the community activity in
Memon Villa, Badminton and Table
Tennis is played in the Kaderdina Hall.
Volleyball, football and cricket are games
played in the open spaces. In 1979 the
Haji Aboo Squash Court was built next to
Haji Khamisa Madressa and a Pavillion
next to the volleyball pitch was built in
1998, Cabro bricks were laid on the open
spaces of Memon Villa in the year 2000
giving the Villa a new look. Thus what
was a piece of bush-land 10 decades ago
has now become a heart-throb of the
Jamat's social, cultural, educational and
religious activities,
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Memon Industrial & Technical Institute

A project of World Memon Organization in collaboration with CDGK

Come.....join us for your bright future!

MITI, a place of international quality vocational training, has been
established under the auspices of World Memon Organization. Its
prime objective is to train people of less-privileged class, enabling
them to earn their livelihood with peace and dignity, and to prosper.

Courses for Men ,;'

MITI: Plot # ST- 1/8, Sector 36-1, (Civic Center-3) Korangi -5, Karachi - Pakistan. Tel: 021-35035542/43/45/46
Fax: 021-35035547, eMail: mgmt@wmomiti.com, web: (www.wmomiti.com)
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Nautical & Technical Institute

Nhava Island Bombay

&' Abdul Hameed Tayab Suriya

he Memon Community has

established innumerable madaras's,

schools, colleges and technical
institutes whose benefits are open to all
Memon and non-Memon. A Memon
philanthropist, Sir Yousuf Ismail
established a "NAUTICAL &
TECHNICAL INSTITUTE" at Nhava
Island near Bombay in 1910 to train
Indian youth in Marine Technology,
which was until then a monopoly of the
British. This institute was later developed
into a Marine College, which was the first
and only college of its kind for some
decades.

Sir Mohamed Yousuf Seamen Welfare
Foundation had its beginnings in the year
1910. It was also the tme when the
indigenous and fledgling mercantile
marine of the country was experiencing a
shortage of trained Deck hands and
Officers. This inspired Late Haji Ismail
Yousuf, Proprietor of Bombay Steam
Mavigation Company to establish a
Marine School as a Charitable Institution
at Bombay, as a debt of gratitude to the
seafaring community who had served
bravely and loyally on the Company's
ships. The purpose was also (o encourage
the orphans and sons of the seafaring
community, irrespective of cast, creed or
religion to follow in the footsteps of their
forefathers. With the demise of Haji
Ismail, it fell upon his son, Sir Mohamed
Yousuf to pursue the dreams of his father.
He shifted the School to Nhava in 1912,
the island off Bombay Harbors purchased
by the Family in 1883

Having shifted the Orphanage to
Nhava in 1912, and secured permission
to conduct Marine Training, in 1915
nautical education was introduced, and
the School renamed as the Marine
School. Subsequently a number of
Institutions were added for the benefit of
the local residents. The Marine Museum,
Lady Ehaton Marium School and Fatma
Banu Hospital and Dispensary were
established at Nhava Island. Sir Yousuf
also handed over the large House of Haji
Ismail with its ornate gardens and
spacious rooms to the School, These
Institutions including the Marine School
were managed by a Managing Board of
Sir Mohamed Yousuf Trust under its first
Chairman, Mr. Abdul Rahman, grandson
of the Founder.

On 4th December, 1918 a petition was
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prepared by about 650 seafarers and
presented to the then Governor of
Bombay for the opening of a training
college for Indian seafarers. Consequently,
a committee was appointed to consider
the proposal and submut its
recommendations. Sir Yousuf declined to
hand over the School to the British
Government and negotiations broke
down. The Petitioners thereafter
approached Sir Yousuf directly to convert
his school into a Marine Training
Establishment, which he readily agreed to
do, In 1925, the School was renamed as
Marine College, and affiliated to the
Bombay University. Classes were
introduced for teaching Navigation and
Seamanship up to the Matriculation Level
to qualify for the Home Trade Certificate
of Competency. With 375 students on the
register, the Marine College became the
first training establishment to train
Indians both as Ratings and Officers for
the Mercantile Marine.

On the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of
India’s Independence in 1972, the
Trustees of Sir Mohamed Yousuf decided
to pay homage to the memory of the
Founder by Registering a Public
Charitable Educational Trust under the
Public Trust Act 1950, and the Societies
Registration Act 1960, to be designated as
Sir Mohamed Yousuf Seamen Welfare
Foundation. The Governing Council
comprised of representatives of various
interest groups of shipping industry such
as Shipping Companies, Foreign and
Indian, Seafarers' Unions, major ports and
other Patrons,

In the year 1973, the Foundation
received an acquisition notice for the
entire Campus from the then Government

of Maharashtra. This in effect meant a
sure demise of a noble and useful
enterprise. Thus began a decade of
defiance and uncertainty. The Institute
received a new lease of life after
intervention by the then Prime Minister of
India, Mrs. Indira Gandhi who issued a
directive in 1980 that no further
acquisition be made at Whava, and the
Institution be allowed to conduct its
activities. The Institution weathered this
storm too.

The Decade of the 80s witnessed a
new chapter in the history of the
Training Ship with the introduction of
the IMO Modular Courses, and
thereafter, the reintroduction of Pre Sea
Courses for Mavigating Officer Cadets in
1988, followed by Pre Sea Rating training
in 1991, With the addition of the Global
Maritime Distress and Safety System
Course in 1996, the Training Ship
embarked on a new phase of simulator
based electronic courses. The addition of
RANSCO and ROC ARPA courses in
the Institution has further reinforced the
usefulness of simulators.

Today with the addition of Dr. Leo
Barnes Pre Sea Academy, and other new
facilities such as the Recreation Complex,
Haostels, Staff Quarters, and a vast
Playground, the Foundation can boast of
a Campus second to none in the world. Tt
15 now managed by the eldest male
descendent, Mr. Rashid A. Yousuf, the
Great Grandson of the Founder.

Training Ship "Rahaman” has thus
rendered yeoman service to the Maritime
community for over nine decades and can
justifiably look back to the past with a
sense of pride, and to the future with
anticipation and confidence.
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Ismail Yousuf College

i Abdul Hameed Tayab Suriya

emons are by nature generous,

kind-hearted and charitable

people. Not only do they
support their less fortunate community
members, but also help humanity at large
by establishing hospitals, maternity
homes, orphanages, schools, colleges,
industrial homes and other humanitarian
activities, whose benefits are traditionally
open for all without distinction of caste,
color or creed. All large nation-wide funds
start with the donations of Memons and
generally they are among the topmost
donors.

Ismail Yousuf College is a fine
example of co-operation between private
philanthropy and Government patronage.
It has a long history and picturesque
topography. It came into existence due to
the munificence of its donor and the
patronage of the Government, In January
1914, Sir Mohammed Yousuf Ismail
offered to the then State of Bombay a
donation of Rs.8 lakhs for the promotion
of higher education of Muslim youths,
The then Governor-in-Council accepted
the donation and decided that the same
should be utilized for the establishment of
a first grade Government Arts College at
Andhen and that the college should be
primarily for Muslims, but students
belonging to other religious communities
should also be admitted.

In the 1920s, the State of Bombay
chose a site at the present day suburb of
Jogeshwari for the construction of the
college, which was in the form of a
tropical forest. Originally the campus was
spread over 120 acres of land but today it
has shrunk to about 54 acres due to
encroachment by neighboring slum-
dwellers and housing societies,
construction of Western Express Highway
bisecting the land under college control
and the grant of land by the Government
of Maharashira to a private society for the
establishment of an educational
institution, now called Arvind Gandbhir
High School. The scenic beauty of the
college still continues to attract TV serial
and film producers.

The Government established a first
grade Government Arts College named as
“Ismail Yusuf College, Jogeshwari” for
the object mentioned above, A spacious
building for the college was constructed

and necessary equipment was purchased
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out of the donation. The college was
administered and maintained by the
Government and was recognized as a
Government College. However,
preferential treatment was accorded to
Muslim students in matter of admission
since the Government had accepted the
donation upon trust to devote the
donation-amount for promoting higher
education among Muslim youths.

The donor had requested for the
construction of a first grade residential
Arts College primarily for Muslim
students. However, the present day,
college is not a residential college, nor is it
a mere Arts College. It is a government
college with three faculties, namely, Arts,
Science and Commerce, It is distinct from
other Government College of
Maharashtra in two respects; First,
promotion of higher education among
Muslim students and the provision of
teaching of subjects like Urdu, Persian,
Arabic and Islamic Studies are the specific
goals of the college. Secondly, as per the
terms of settlement between the State of
Bombay and Sir Mohammed Yousuf, the
college has freedom to admit students
irrespective of their caste, creed or
religion. However, the court settlement
entitles Chairman of Board of Trustees of
Sir Mohammed Yousuf Family Trust and
the President of Anjuman-i-Islam,
Mumbai, to nominate 20% if the number
of students to be admitted as new entrants
in the college every year.

Ismail Yousuf College has always been
a close-knit family of teachers and
students rather than a mere educational
institution producing monotonously,
graduates year after vear. It has a culture

of its own that binds the past and present
faculty members and students. A galaxy
of eminent scholars served this institution
in the early years of its existence and like
potters, shaped the destiny of students on
their wheels. The broad based culture and
liberal and secular traditions set by its
successive principals and faculty members
have enabled it to harmonize its specific
goal of promoting Islamic learning and
onental studies with the growing needs of
a heterogeneous student community. The
pioneering work done by its founder
Principal, Dr. M.B. Rehman, an eminent
oriental scholar gave to the college a
tradition of cosmopolitan and liberal
culture which has been most ably and
tenaciously maintained and fostered by
his successors.

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the first
Prime Minister of India, visited the
college in the forties. He was so much
impressed by the liberal and secular
atmosphere prevailing among the
heterogeneous student community that he
described the college as “India in
miniature”. It is a tribute to the broad-
based culture and secular milieu that has
always characterized this institution that
in the most turbulent periods of India's
modern history, the college was at peace
with itself and with the world outside.
Despite turbulence, eminent national
leaders like Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and
Metaji Subhash Chandra Bose continued
to visit the college. In more recent times,
i.e. during the communal riots of 1992.93,
the students of this college mamntained
perfect communal harmony and remained
insulated from the evil influence of hatred

that had engulfed its neighborhood.
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Benefits of honey

oney is a most assimilability

carbohydrate compound. Tt is

composed of sugars like glucose
and fructose and minerals like
magnesium, potassium, calcium, sodium
chlorine, sulphur, iron and phosphate. It
contains vitamins Bl, B2, C, B6, BS and
B3 all of which change according to the
qualities of the nectar and pollen. Besides
above, copper, iodine, and zinc exist in it
in small quantities. Several kinds of
hormones are also present in it
The benefits of honey in the disposal of
several diseases: heart, diabetes, kidney
and other diseases. Scientists of today also
accept honey as a very effective medicine
for all kinds of diseases, if taken in the
right dosage as a medicine. It can be used
as an antioxidant, has antimicrobial,
antibacterial and antifungal properties,
and boosts athletic performance.

Benefits of Honey

EASILY DIGESTED: Honey is easily
digested by the most sensitive stomachs,
despite its high acid content.

CANCER,; It plays a big role in the
prevention of cancer as well as heart
disease,

LOW CALORIE LEVEL: Honey gives
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great energy to the body, it does not add
weight. Honey contains nutraceuticals,
which are effective in removing free
radicals from our body. As a result, our
body immunity is improved.

FOR SKIN: Honey may be good for our
skin, because it has the ability to attract
water. We can use honey instead of alpha
hydroxyl masks because of its high
content of the acid. Honey mixed with
ground almonds makes an excellent facial

cleansing scrub.

FOR HAIR: To use Honey as a
conditioner for our hair, mix the honey
with olive oil.

ARTHRITIS: Arthritis patients may take
daily, morming and night, one cup of hot
water with two spoons of honey and one
small teaspoon of cinnamon powder. If
taken regularly even chronic arthritis can
be cured.

CARDIAC ATLMENTS: It reduces the
cholesterol in the arteries and saves the
patient from heart attack. Regular use also
relieves breathlessness and strengthens
heartbeats,

INSECT BITES: Take one part honey to

two parts of lukewarm water and add a
small teaspoon of cinnamon powder,
make a paste and massage it on the
itching part of the body slowly. It is
noticed that the pain recedes within a
minute or two.

COLDS: Honey cure most chronic cough,
cold and clear congested chest, Take one
tablespoon lukewarm honey with 1/4
spoon cinnamon powder daily for 3 days.
Or, mix 2 teaspoons of honey with an
equal quantity of ginger juice and
consume frequently.

DIABETES: Indian blackberry (Eugenia
jambolana) seeds or Jamun (Syzygium
curnini L) seed powder is very good for
diabetes. Take 1/4th teaspoon with 1
teasoon honey for 50 days.

(GAS: Honey is revealed of gas that if
honey is taken with cinnamon powder.

Honey also helps in promoting moist
wound healing.

FOOD PRESERVATIVE: Honey is good
food preservative, While baking cakes by
replacing sugar with honey, they will stay
fresher longer due to natural antibiotics as
honey retains moisture,
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TRANS-EX UK LTD

WORLD WIDE MONEY TRANSFER COMPANY

YOUR MOST RELIABLE MEDIUM FOR
SENDING MONEY ALL OVER THE WORLD
INCLUDING PAKISTAN

EFFICIENTLY SERVING FOR
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CERTIFIED BY STATE BANK OF PAKISTAN

RECEIVE YOUR CASH FROM OVER
1000 BRANCHES OF UNITED BANK LTD
NATIONWIDE

ACCOUNT TRANSFER FACILITY
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