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Every country and
every society haveitsso-
cia valuesand norms. It
hasitssocid amsbesides
its political obligations.
Themgjority peopleof a
country or land have a
distinct aspiration to see
their land according to
their historical social
standard and that distinct
acommunity from other.
Anythingagaing their tra-
dition, particularly froma
minority segment of the
society upset the whole
ddy.

The above perception
became the main issue
when France banned the
wearing of full vellsin
publicby Mudimwomen.

Europe including
Franceawaysadvocates
thefreedom of each and
every person of the soci-
ety irrespectiveof hiscast
and creed. Thisnormap-
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pliesso strongly that their
societies have become so
liberal that they seemto
accept thevariety of tra-
ditionsintheir societies.
Though, in case of Mus-
limtraditionsandrdigion,
they arevery recently re-
actedin other way. Prob-
ably itisbecauseof 9/11
caamity and theoutcome
of theunwisefollow up of
thetragic accident by the
western countries.

Off course, there are
reasonsto believethat for
the security and cultural
purpose of aland afull
mask or veil can not be
alowed in public. But
when areligiousobliga
tion is evolved, there
should be some consid-
erationsto that aspect of
theissue.

Theban, which came
after ayear of debateand
monthsof preparation, is
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viewed by supportersas
anecessary step to pre-
serve French cultureand
tofight what they seeas
separatist tendencies
among Mudims. But the
ban set off protests in
Paris and several other
cities, andit hasleft many
Mudims, including those
inthisheavily immigrant
community near Lyon,
worried about their rights
asFrenchcitizens.
Karima, 31, whowas
bornin Franceand asked
to bereferred to by only
her first name, hasworn
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thenigabsincetheageof thanawthingdse” Inar- - oudy astheburga, should
15asasign of her devo- ESWithlargeimmigrant - bebannedinthenameof

tionto God. Shesaysshe Populations, hesadinan - theliberty and equality of

fedsasif Francehasbe-
trayed her.

Thepolicedonot have
theauthority under thelaw
toremovefull veils, only
tofineor requirecitizen-
ship lessons for those
whoviolatethenew law.
They also showed few
sgnsof moving quickly to
enforcethe new rulesfor
fear of causing unrestin
big cities with Muslim
communities.

Patrice Ribeiro, gen-
erd secretary of Synergie
Officiers, apoliceunion,
said the law was “a
source of trouble more

interview, thelaw cannot
be carried out strictly:
“Well createriots.” He
said the matter would
need to be handled with
the help of religious au-
thorities.
Theissuewasset dight

in April 2009 by André 45

Gérin, then the Commu-
nist mayor of Vénissieux.
Half of thetown's60,000
residentsare non-French
citizensor their French-
born children, and the
nigebhasbeenardively
normal sight here. Mr.
Gérinsad at thetimethat
thefull facid veil, whichis
knownin Franceerrone-

womeninasecular coun-

ry.
OnMonday, inhisof-
fice, Mr. Gérin said the

burgawas"just thetip of
theiceberg” of the spread
of Mudimradicdismand
separatism that threat-
ened the French Repub-
lic.

The law does not




mention Idam or women.
It bansthe covering of the
faceinany public place,
including shopsand the
direet, asasecurity mess-
ure. A clause says that
anyone who forces a
woman to cover her face
can beimprisoned for up
toayear and fined upto
30,000 euros, about
$43,000.

Butthelaw is"apoint
of departure,” said Mr.
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Gérin, who retired as
mayor but remains a
member of the National
Assembly. Speaking of
young Muslim women
who refuseto participate
inschool sports, or Mus-
limmenwhorefusetoa-
low amaledoctor totreat
their wivesor who alleg-
edly compe their wivesto
wear theveil, Mr. Gérin
called the law “awake-
up cal,” a means “to
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eradicatethisminority of
fundamentalists, 'the gu-
rus who instrumentalize
Islam for political rea
sons”

Theobservation made
by Mr.Gerin can not be
accepted by Muslim
Ummah. Many Muslim
women in France say it
feelslikean outrage. To
them, it singles out and
gigmatizesonegender of
onerdigion.
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Karima, who runs a
businessand uses public
transportation, said she
would lift the vell if re-
quired for an identity
check, but added, “I
won't removeit, I'll have
tobeburiedinit.”

Shecannot deepwith
worry, she said. “From
now on, I'll betreated like
anillegd worker, an out-
law, aperson wanted by
thepoalice, eventhoughthe
only crimel'vecommitted
is to show myself as |

Nelly Moussaid, 28, a
former nationa karate
champion, hasbeen wear-
ing the nigab for two
years“asasgnof faith.”
SelivesinMassllewith
her husband and their 4-
month-old boy. Themood
in France is aggressive,
shesaid. “Before, onthe
street, | got only stares.
But now people look at
usasif wehad killed their

Nkw o i i

L S aufisad il jol

mothers”

The Interior Ministry
estimatesthat only about
2,000 women wear the
nigabinFrance, whileMr.
Gérin, who helped write
along parliamentary re-
port ontheissue, believes
that thenumber ishigher.
But with an estimated six
millionMudimsinFrance,
the action taken seems
large compared withthe
problem, criticssay, and
they accuse President
Nicolas Sarkozy and his
center-right party of play-
ing politicswith agener-
dized andunjudtified fear
of Idamandimmigrants.

Mr. Sarkozy has re-
sponded that ISamisnot
theproblem, only radical
Idam, which doesnot re-
spect French valuesand
separation of churchand
Sate.

Nama Bouteldjain-
terviewed 32 women
who wear the nigab for
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the Open Society Foun-
dation, a
nongovernmenta organi-
zation. She found none
who said they had been
forced to wear the vell,
and they started wearing
thenigab asaresponseto
thepolitica controversy.
Eight of the 32 were
French convertstoldam;
athird said they did not
wegr thenigabdl thetime.

“Some were angry,
and some said that many
'nigebis had aready left
France, and many of them
talked about leaving
France,” shesaid. “Most
of the women confront
verbal abuse on adaily
basis, with a lot of the
abusecomingfromMus-
lims”

These all develop-
mentsin France after the
banonveil lead towiden
the gap between Europe
and Muslim Societiesin
theworld and that should
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By: Ayub Zumia (United Kingdom)

UK MILAKMAN
LEARNS GUJARATI

Cemcho

bhai, sara choni?
That is

Gujarati for: “Hello

brother, how areyou?

Thesewords are
spoken by English-born
milkman.

John (Jimmy)
Mather, who has been
delivering milk to
Guijarati householdsin
Blackburn for over 40
years. has been doing
theroundsin thisnorth-
west town for the past
50years. Andinthis40
years he has become
nearly fluentin Gujarati!

“When | first
started therounds here
therewere only ahand-
ful of Asian families,
about eight or 10, inthe
London Road, Whalley
Stand Altom St areas of
Blackburn,” Jmmy told
RahilaBano, aBBCre-
porter.

But as more ar-
rived on the foreign
shoresfrom Kenyaand
Malawi, Immy'sability
to go beyond delivering
just milk - and procure

the sorts of foods they
couldn't pick upinthelo-
cal supermarket - put
himin greater demand.

“They wanted
natural yoghurt, ghee,
goatsand chickens, the
typeof thingsthey were
used to back home. I'd
gonetothedairieshere
and they said that there
wasn't the demand, but
they couldn't have been
morewrong.”

Endearing

“In the end, |
went to Leicester, where
therewasalarge Asian
community and thento
Birmingham, to get what
they needed.”

But Immy quickly
came up against alan-
guage barrier. The new
immigrantsstruggled to
understand him and vice
versa.

“But we got
throughit. Somehow we
managed and | learnt
ther language.”

Jimmy under
plays the challenge of
learning this foreign
tongue.

The structure of
thelanguageisdifferent
from English, saysPro-
fessor Rachel Dwyer, an
expertinIndian cultures
at the Schoal for African
and Oriental Studiesin
London.

“It's subject, ob-
ject, verb - the girl - the
book - reads,” she says.

Addtothat ahost
of different vowel
sounds.

“The vowels
would be morefamiliar
to anon-English Euro-
pean speaker asEnglish
vowelsarerarely pure.
Gujarati vowdsasofea
ture'murmur’. Thereisa
series of retroflex con-
sonants,” she says, re-
ferring to sounds that
aremadewiththetongue
tip turned up or curled
back just under the hard
palate.

Gujarati also uses
contrasting aspirated
consonants - those
which gtart with astrong
burst of air - and
unaspirated consonants,
shenotes.

But for immy it
was easy!

“It was not very
difficult tolearnit,” he
says.“| just remembered
what they told me, kept
itinmy memory and re-

| peated it when | saw

them. | don't know how

' longit took metolearn.

I'veknown thelanguage
for about 30 years and
onceyou pick up words
you remember them.

“I've got a very
good memory, oncel've
been somewhere| never
forget it, it's the same
withlanguage.”

His ability to ca-
ter for the needs of the
Muslim-Gujarati com-
munity in Blackburnand
spesk thelr nativetongue
has endeared him to
many of thelocals.

One of his ac-
quaintances, Saeed
Adam, isnothing short
of impressed with
Jmmy'saptitude.

“He's impressed
me with the language.
Helearntit fromthefirst
generation, whichisour
parents, back in the
1960s when he was
serving the community.

“It's absolutely
brilliant and just great
that awhite English per-
son canspeak it. All the
localslovehim.”

Duringthreeyears
Jimmy has made many
friends with Gujaratis
from Blackburn and be-
lievesthat learning about
each other's culture is
theway forward.Thisis
in sharp contrast to
David Cameron'sview
that Multi culturdismin
theUK hasfailed.

GUJARATI CONNECTION
TO THE ROYAL WEDDING CAKE

There was a Gujarati connection to the Royal wed-
ding cake. Prince William and Kate Middleton
chose a cake company run by a Gujarati in
Leicestershire. Baker Fiona Cairns, who is mar-
ried to Kishore Patel, made the wedding cake.
Cairns was commissioned to create a traditional
multi-layered fruit cake with afloral design for the
royal wedding along with a second one made from
rich tea biscuits.

Fiona Cairns Ltd began on Fiona skitchen table 25
years ago, when Patel - now managing director of
the company - spotted the potential of his wife's
beautifully crafted handmade cakes. In 2001,
Kishore joined the company.

After the wedding Cairns told the BBC that the
cake went “beyond the expectations of the newly-
married couple. y

“PARESH RAWAL
ON UK TOUR

Renowned
Bollywood actor,
Paresh Rawal isin
the UK as part of
his sdllout show.

The play has al-
ready been a huge
sellout in USA, 51 sold out shows in 53 days

Now, he will be touring UK performing for what the
critics are calling, A hilarioudly entertaining and sen-
sationally shocking Hindi play “Krishan vsKanhaiya'.

Itisagtory of an atheist who incurs huge losses when
his antique shop is destroyed by an earthquake. The
story revolves around the fight of the atheist with the

Almighty.

Along with Paresh Rawal is his team of talented TV
and stage artistsincluding Dharmender Gohil, Sirdhar
Vatsar, Vaibhav Biniwala, Khusboo Brhmbhatt, Chirag
Vora, Ankit and others.

He will be performing 10 shows in 3 cities, London,
Leicester and Birmingham.
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By: FIROZ KHAN (Toronto, Canada)

A LIFE FULL OF CHALLENGES AND ACHIEVEMENTS.

HE DEFERTED HIS DISABILITY.

Raza-Ul-Jabbar
needsnointroduction. He
digtinguished, recognized
and respectable person-
dity of thecommunity. He
wasacommunity leader
and hiscontributionsand
achievements were tre-
mendous.

Hehad alifefull of
challenges and like a
brave warrior he fought
againgt hisdisabilitiesfor
the whole life. For 25
years he worked in ac-
counting and legal areas
with Revenue Canada,
Taxation (11 years), On-
tario Ministry of Health
and Ontario Ministry of
Consumers& Commer-
cial Relations (7 years),
Harbour front Computer
Center (One year) and
with chartered accountant
firms (18 months).

Jabbar had abrilliant
literary background. He
was an author of seven
published booksin Urdu
andHindi and earned lau-
rels and many literary
awardsfor hisoutstand-
ing contributionstolitera:
ture. His books are
Hadees-e-Deccan , Nau
Heerey (1958), Roshni
Ki Kiran (1970), Nai
Dharkan (1975), Chand
Ki Kashti Ka Akela
Musafir (1985), Sunkh
Uthaney Ka Hosla
(1991) and 7. Saharon
KeMausam (2006).

Socidly hewasvery
active. Hewas Modera
tor, speaker and Inte-
grated Member of the
Chrigian-Mudim Forum
of Canada. Helaunched
project, “Feelings on

Wheds’, formedtoraise
awarenessof ability and
empowerment of indi-
viduals with special
needs.

Razaul Jabbar was
bornonMarch 10, 1937,
in Hyderabad Deccan,
India. When hewasabout
oneyear old, he became
avictim of Infantile Pa-
rayss Hislegsand hands
were completely
paralyzed. Hisneck and
back too were partly af-
fected. Later, some
srength returned to hands
but legs remained
parayzed.

Duetolack of facili-
ties 70 years back,
Jabbar faced very tough
time. Therewasno reha
hilitation; nowheelchairs
and theschool and office
buildingswerenot acces-
shle. Hecould only move
by stting onthefloor and
dragging his body with
thehelp of hishands. As
aresult, hislower body's
skin was affected with
eczemaand bruises. Dur-
ingwinter, it becamemore
difficult. Dragging onthe
coldfloor resulted in at-
tacks of cold and fever.
His ears were affected
and therewas continuous
dischargefrom them.

Razaul Jabbar'sdis-
ability became a great
chdlengefor him. People
used to taunt, harassand
discouragehim. Thefam-
ily and society considered
him aburden. Thebarri-
ersof attitude gave hard
times. He, however, faced
thetimeand Stuationvery
bravely. Hestarted going

to school from Class6th.
Before that he used to
study at home. He used
toread stories about chil-
drenandthisinterest de-
veloped into an urge to
write short stories.

In 1954, he re-
mainedinthe hospita for
14 months due to major
surgery---from toe to
chest. Eveninthiscondi-
tion, he used to read
books. Inthehospital, he
wrotethreestories, which
were selected and pub-
lishedinareputed weekly
Urdu journal 'Rahbar’,
published from Bombay.

In 1960, when
Razaul Jabbar wasastu-
dent of M. Com, hewas
editor of Osmania Jour-
nal, published by
Osmania University,
Hyderabad Deccan. He
did both B.Com and
M.Com from Osmania
University.

Razaul Jabbar mar-
ried in 1967. His wife,
Zarina Rangwala, be-
longed to the Dawoodi
Bohra community. She
washisfanandthisended
in adramatic love mar-
riage. Because of hisdis-
ability, theBohri commu-
nity gavehimavery tough
time and opposed him
toothand nail. Zarinaisa
highly educated lady and
has MA and B.Ed de-
grees.

Beforemigrating to
Canada, Razaul Jabbar
wasAccounts Officerin
ashippingfirm. Heserved
thefirmfor tenyears. At
thesametime, heused to
teach part timein Burhani
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College of Commerce,
Mumbai as a part-time
professor for sevenyears.

While in Mumbai
Jabbar attended aninter-
national conference for
disabled in Winnipeg,
Manitoba (Canada). He
liked theplace very much
and decided to settlein
Canada. Hefiled hisim-
migration papersin New
York, USA, and returned
to India. He migrated to
Canadain 1980. Zarina
cameto Canadaoneyear
leter.

From 1980-1986,
hedid small contract jobs
and then onwards served
theprovincia and federa
governments. He found
Canada a very good
country and says people
here have feelings for
eachother. They areedu-
cated, sensible and civi-
lized.

Jabbar said:
“Canada is a very nice
country and hasgivenme
alot. | canonly dream of

stars

For You and Me,

E_Creator is the same

For’you and me, Creator is the same ,
We only call Him by different hame.>
To this world He has sent us from above,
To live with each other in peace and love.

Be we white or black, brown or in-between,
Heavy or light, tall or short, fat or lean.

iverse  has

of us, a

Day light, fresh air, greenery or moonlight,
Give equal

twinkle

The power that controls our soul and mind,

When peace to our troubled world will come,
And man be united in God’s Kingd

Mohammed Hussain Zoomkawala
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thefacilitieselsewhere.
Here | have a custom-
made car with arrange-
ment tolift wheelchair. It
is automated and hand-
controlled. | drovethecar
from Toronto to Wash-
ingtonin 2004 and went
to New York in 2003 to
attend amarriage. | keep
driving from Toronto to
Ottawa. Where elsecan
weget somuchfacilities,
support and care?’

He said: “I never
complained about
Canadaand never faced
problemsof racismor dis-
crimination. Instead, a
disabled Jew girl saw me
ganding outsdetheimmi-
gration office in New
Y ork when she was go-
inginddetheoffice When
she came back she saw
me still standing there.
She asked me what was
theproblemand | told her
that my calliper had bro-
ken and | need to go by
busbut | canhardly move.
| don't havethetaxi fare

always
common

pleasure to every sight.
the Sun shines just as bright
every

e1gri vzidl

been,
scene.

night.

s surely not of different kind.
Look at children, and you will find, ‘\
That link, that all of us does bind.
All we can do is pray,
May we soon see that day. f

i
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s0 | can't go home. She
took me in ataxi to a
shop and got thecalliper
repaired. Thiswashow |
reached home. She was
acompl ete stranger and
disabled but helped me
greetly.”

“IntheOamaniaUni-
versity, Hyderabad
Deccan, too Hindu stu-
dents used to regularly
helpmeclimbthe tairs.
They usedtolift meup,”
hestated.

Jabbar said: “There
isacode of conduct for
Muslims in the Holy
Quran and they should
follow it grictly.”

Razaul Jabbar has
two children---asonand
a daughter---and five
grandchildren. His son,
KhaigRazaJebbarisand
isagraduate in medical
rehabilitation. Khaigand
hiswifeAsmahave3chil-
dren. His daughter,
Shehna, isworkingonher

Cont. to PageNo. 05
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The Editor
Times Gujarati

Thanks a lot for
sending TimesGujarati.' |
read it from pageto page
andenjoyed it.

First of al on behalf
of mysdf andal my fam-
ily members| congratulate
Jawwad Igbal Gaba and
hisfamily for settinganew
world record. Yes, we
Musadmansare capableof
doingany goodthinginthis
world. May Allah (swt)
givethisyoung manmore
courage to do something
more in his life. He has
done a pride not only to
him but for the entire
Umma Withyour permis-
sion| am sending thisre-
port to some Gujarati and
Urdu newspapers in
Mumbai.

The report about
Mohtaram SydenaMohd.
Burhanuddin sahab is
good. Herein Canadad so
Bohara community took
out rally in celebration. |
am sending ‘Times
Gugarati' tomy oneor two
Bohra friends and | am
surethey will be happy to
read and circulate among
their contacts.

Enjoyed thoroughly
the photos and report of
launching ceremony of
'Times Gujarati.' | am

happy to reed thereport of

theactivitiesof Senior Citi-
zens Forum in 'Social
Round up.' | was particu-
larly delighted to seesome
youth init. | aways say
that velour of theyouthand
wisdom of seniors are
joined together no onein
theworld can stop Umma
to achieve anything.

Last year here in
Canadal formed agroup
of Seniors
'HamaraSahara' Wetake
them for picnic for the
whole day, organise get
togathers, invite some
writers and poets of
Gujarai, Urduand Hindi to
read their stories and
poetries. We meet in a
community centre every
Saturday. Marhum Raza-
Ul-Jabbar was one of
them. We also provide
them refreshments.
Rcently we took 20 of
them to see Ontario Sci-
ence Centre. Inshalah I'll
send you report and pho-
tosshortly. | lead them.

Inshdlah, Il besend-
ing you community reports
from Toronto and around.

Regards.

FirozKhan
Sr. Editor,

Hindi Abroad

hindiabroad.com)

Soft copy of
TimesGujarati isavaliableon
Www.memonpoi nt.com

named |,

BIGGEST FAMILY

Indian man with 39 wives, 94 children and 33 grandchildren

Believeit or not, a

manin Mizoram has 39

grandchildrendl livingto-
gether under oneroof in
a picturesque village
about 100 km from
Baktawnginthenorth of
thestate.

A 66-year-old man
in India’ s remote north-
east has39wives, 94 chil-

%

dren and 33 grandchil-
dren, al living under one
roof

They dl liveinafour
storied building with 200
roomsinamountainous
villageinMizoram stete,
sharing borders with
Burmaand Bangladesh,.

ZionaChanaishead
of the world's biggest
family - and says he is
‘blessed’ to have his39
wivesand 94 childrenand
33 grandchildren

His wives share a
dormitory near Ziona's
privatebedroomandlo-
cassadhelikesto have
sevenor eight of themby
hissdeatdl times

Thewivestaketurns
cooking, whilehisdaugh-
tersclean the houseand
dowashing. Themendo
outdoor jobslikefarming
and taking care of live-
stock

He heads a local
Chrigtian religious sect,
cdledthe" Chand’,which
dlowspolygamy. Formed

wives, 94 childrenand 33 &

inJune 1942, the sect be-
lievesit will soonberul-
ingtheworldwith Christ
and hasamembership of

around 400 families
They livein a100-

room, four storey house

set amidst the hills of

Baktwang villageinthe
Indian state of Mizoram,
wherethewivesdeepin
giant communa dormito-

Cont. PageNo. 04

M. Ed. Sheisworking as
an administrator in the
University of Torontofor
morethantenyears. His
sor-in-law Javedisacer-
tified professional engi-
neer and worksin are-
puted engineering firm.

Despite disability
and tough challenges,
Razaul Jabbar managed
to not only make a re-
spectableplacefor him-
sdf inthesociety andsys-
tembut heped hischildren
as well in getting good
education and jobs. He
retired in 2002 and and
since then kept himself
busy insocid, culturd and
literary activitiestill hislast
days. There was hardly
any functioninand around
Torontowherehewasnot
present.

Jabbar said that he
sponsored hismother to
Canadain 1983. Shewas
90 and since then he
looked after her with
great care. He loved her
very much.

Razaul Jabbar too

belongedtoaliterary fam-
ily. His father, Abdul
Jabbar, wasintheteach-
ing profession. Jabbar
hed thedeterminationand
will tofight, struggleand
move forward. He had
provedit and hopedto do
more. He believed in
practica achievementin-
stead of verbal service.
He believed that
there are hundreds of
peopleintheSouth Asian
community who aregen-
ius, brilliant, talented,
highly skilled and edu-
cated. All they need is
proper encouragement,
promotion and recogni-
tion. Unfortunately, their
sarvicesremanunutilized.
They are an asset and
must not be rusted and
wasted. Thisisatremen-
douslossfor Canada. An
effective policy needsto
be formulated to help
them and fully benefit
fromtheir valuable serv-
ices. Thisisessential for
progress of Canada and
prosperity of the people.
Whether Pakistanisor In-
dians, South Asansmust

(iffte and work together.
One day while con-
versangwith him | asked,
"Jabbar sahab, youwrote
many stories. Tell me
which is most dear to
you?' He thought for a
whileand sad, "Very dif-
ficult question. | am a
writer and for meall my
stories are dear. Like a
father who lovesequally
all hischildren. Still, I'll
answer. Yes 'GuleLddis
very dear to me.' He
paused for sometime as
if lostinthepast and con-
tinued, "Y ouknow Firoz,
Lilly flower in Urdu is
knownasGuleLda This
beautiful flower has a
black patch and that
patch givesmore beauty
toLilly. My lifeislikeLilly
and my disability is a
black patch that gives
beauty tomy life."
Hewasin receipt of
many awards including
SahityaAcademy Award
of Indiaand 'Jewel of The
Community’ award given
by Mehfil Group, asocia
and cultural organisation
based at Toronto.
Courtesy:
Raza-Ul-Jabbar's
family.
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(An extract from a leading Indian publication)
With no disrespect intended to any other community

No Indian community in-
ternalized the civilizing
mission of the Britishas
did the Parsis. Only
50,000remaininBombay
today, mainly in South
Bombay, the most disci-
plined and cultured part of
India.

In South Bombay, thecut-
ting of lanesby driversis
punished, jumping ared
lightisimpossible, park-
ingispossbleonly ind-
lotted areas, roads are
clean, sarviceisefficient,
the restaurants are un-
matched - civilization
seemswithinreach. South
Bombay hassomeof the
finest buildingsinIndia,
many of them built by
Parsis.

TheParsiscametoBom-
bay after Surat 's port
dltedoverinthe17thcent
tury. Gerald Aungier st-
tled Bombay and gave
Parsis land for their
Tower of Silence on
Madabar Hillin1672. The
Parsis made millions
through the early and
mid-1800sand they spent
muchof iton publicgood.
The Ambanis built
Dhirubhai Ambani Inter-
national School , where
feesareRs. 348,000 (US

$8,000 ayear in acoun-
try where per capitain-
comeis$ 600 per year)
andwherethehead girl is
Mukesh Ambeani‘sdaugh-
ter.!!!

TheKingfisher Mallyas
gilded theinsides of the
Tirupeti templewithgold.
Lakshmi Mittd, thefourth
richestrichest maninthe
world ssyshestooyoung
to think of charity!! ...
He's 57 and worth $45
billion.

TheBirlasbuilt 3temples
inHyderabad , Jeipur and
Ddhi.

Hindu philanthropy means
buildingtemples They do
not understand socid phi-
lanthropy.

TheHindus lack of enthu-
saamnfor philanthropy is
cultural. TheHindu cos-
mosisHobbesanandthe
devotee's relationship
with Godistransectiondl.
God must be petitioned
and placatedtoswingthe
universe's blessings to-
wardsyouandaway from
someonedse.

They believethat society
has no role in your ad-
vancament and thereisno
reason to give back to it
because it hasn't given
you anything in thefirst

place.

Two centuries of British
education wasunableto
dterthis.

TheParsis, onthe other
hand, understood that
philanthropy - love of
mankind - recognizesthat
we cannot progress
alone. That thereissuch
athing as the common
good. They spent as no
Indian community had
ever before, on building
indtitutions, making them
stand out in a culture
whose talent lies in re-
naming thingsother peo-
plebuilt.
ThePasshuiltlibraiesal
over India, they builtthe
National Gallery of Art.
The Indian Ingtitute of
Sciencewashuiltin1911
by Jamshed;i
Nusserwanji Tata, the
Tata Ingtitute of Funda-
menta Researchwashuilt
by Dr Homi Bhabha, the
Tata Ingtitute of Social
Sciencewashuiltin1936
by the Sir Dorabji Tata
Trud.

TheWadiasbuilt hospi-
tals, women's colleges
andthefivegrest low-in-
come Parsi colonies of
Bombay . JJHospitd and
Grant Medical College
were founded by Sir
Jamsetjee Jgecbhoy.

By 1924, two out of five

gf Indians- whether Hindu,

Mudimor Pars - joining
thelndian Civil Services
were on TATA scholar-

ships.

-_ 4 They gave Bombay the
| JhangirArtGdlery,SrJ

School of Art, the
TaraporevalaAquarium.

TheNational Center for
Performing Arts, theonly
place in India where
world-classclassca con-
certsareheldisagift of
theTatas. Thereare 161
Friendsof the Symphony
Orchegtraof India(SOl)
92 of them are Parsis.
For an annud fee of Rs
10,000, Friends of the
SOl get two tickets to
any onerecitd inthesear
son, they get to shake
handswith artistes after
theconcert and they get
toatend musicapprecia-
tiontalksthroughtheyesr.
ThePars dominateshigh
cultureinBombay. This
meansthat aconcert ex-
perienceinthecity isun-
likethat inany other part
of India. Classical con-
certssest asmany astwo
thousand. Zubin Mehta,
themost famousPars in
theworld, He conducts
the tenor Placido
Domingo, thepianist Dar+
id Barenboimandtheso-
prano Barbara Frittoli.
Four concertsareheld at
the Jamshed BhabhaOp-
eraHouse and then one
at Brabourne Stadium
withacgpacity of 25,000.
No other city inIndiahas
thisappetitefor classical
musicandin Bombay this
comes from the Parsis.
Despitether tiny popula
tion, the Pard presencein
aconcert hdl isabove 50
per cent. And they all
come. Gorgeous Parsi
girlsin formal clothes -
saris, gowns - children,
men and the old. Many
havetobehdpedtother
seats Mogt of themknow
themusic.

Thepeoplewho clap be-
tween movements, think-
ing that the'song' isover,
are non-Parsis. Sym-
phony Orchestraof India
concerts begin a 7 pm.
Oncethemusiciansstart,
latecomersmust wait out-
side till the movement
ends. The end of each

movement alsosgnalsa
fusillade of coughs and
groans, held back by
doddering Parsistoo po-
litetomakeasoundwhile
Mendelssohn is being
played. Nomohilephone
ever goesoff asiscom-
monin cinemahalls: his
neighbors are aware of
the Parsi's insistence of
formand histemper.
TheParssweredsopio-
neers of Bombay's
Gujarati theatre, which
remainsthemost popular
formof liveentertainment
inBombay. Any week of
theyear will seeatleasta
half dozen bedroom com-
edies, murder mysteries,
lovestoriesand playson
asorted themeson stage.
TheParsiswerethepio-
neersof this, writingand
actinginthefirg playsof
Bombay. They dso built
theingtitutionsthat sup-
ported this. Bombay 's
first theatrewasopened
by Parsis in 1846, the
Grant Road Theatre, do-
nationsfrom Jamshetjee
Jejeebhoy and Framjee
Cowageemakingit pos-
sble

ThePars in Bollywood
caricatureisacomicfig-
ure, but always honest,
and innocent as Indians
believeParssgenerdly to

e1gri vzidl

be, rightly or wrongly. In
the days beforemodern
cars came to India the
words 'Parsi-owned'
were guaranteed to en-
surethat asecond-hand
car listed for salewould
get picked up ahead of
any others. This is be-
cause people are aware
of how carefully thePars
keepshisthings. Hisun-
dergtanding and enthusi-
asm of the mechanical
separates him from the
rest. Most of theautomo-
bilemagazinesinindiaare
owned and edited by
Parsis.

The Parsis are a dying
community andthismeans
that moreParsisdieeach
year than areborn (Sym-
phony concert-goerscan
also discern the disap-
pearing Pars fromtheris-
ingnumbersof thasewho
clap between move-
ments).
AstheParssleave, South
Bombay will becomelike
therest of Bombay - brut-
ish, undisciplined and
filthy.

Preservethisrace...Y ou
areprivilegedif youhave
a Parsi Bawa as your
friend...He/Sheisindeed
a"Heritage" to betreas-
ured for ever.

-
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POLANI'S GROUP OF COMPANIES

24 HOURS SERVICE

Polani’s (Private) Limited .

Travel Agent & Tour Operator
GOVT. LICENCE Mo . 1061 et

-lm Sindh Magdressah-Tul-lsiam Hasrat Mohani Road, Klr‘mhl-ﬁll.lthn
Phones B2-21 2462000-18 Fax ; 32-21-2419737
E-mall : Infefpolonisgroup.com Web Sita: www polanisgroup.com
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aﬁ}E Polifly Travels (Pvt) Ltd. %g.

Govt. Licence Na, 1579

2 zu 2nd Floce, Technio City Dfice Tower, Altal Husqas: Hali Road, muhl—ﬂlﬂun
Tal | ZATRAGE - B0 Faoc | 2270561 E-mall: palfy@pohinizgroup.com
Bennch (Hfice 4 Sindh Wadresah-Tutisias. Hetrat Mohani Road, armchi, Tel : 2470505-2420606

Polani’s Holidays (Polifly Travel)

Tel : 2270059 - 60,2219684 Email ; polanisflive.com

. Polani’s International (Pvt) Ltd.

1918
Tel : 2715 - 55 Fax - FIPIHST E-moll w_poleri@hotmal.com
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Polani (Overseas) Agencies

Orverseas Employment Promotar Licence Mo . 08T1/Marachi-Pakisian
‘M  2TT0640 - 50 Fax : 2270951 E-mall: polanioverseasiipolanisgroup.com

airsias

cnan, Polani’s Aviation (Private) Limited
Httw 8 395, Ao Floar, The Plaes (Bes s Co Tabaer) Maln Clfton Roag, Karechl Pakirtan
Tol - [32:21) BEI1EDT-T8, 581170, BEITEG0 Fanc (52-21) B30

Erblail :

World Express Exchange Company-B (PVT) LTD

GF M, Techan H'hl Shopping Mall Akl Husealn Hal Rioad Harschd.

Tl - 7000 Fax ¢ 13LIM




